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“De poll tax: 
will YOU lose? 


_Ihe conquering Canadian, Invincible Ted Vince (No 2), set a course record of 2hr:01:37 in April's 
_ Wheelchair London Marathon. Sprints at the start and finish in his 3-wheeled Cromely were too much for 
_ the field. Only Mike Bishop, 5 seconds behind, and last year’s winner Chris Hallam, both in Bromakins, 
_ managed to give him any trouble. Karen Davidson set a women’s record, too, of 2hr:41:45. 


Mentally and physically dis- 
abled people working in day 
centres around the country 


‘are losing money, because 


hard pressed local author- 
ities cannot find the cash to 


pay them. 


Until the social security 


_changes on 11 April they could 
earn up to £4 a week before los- 
ing benefit. Now, if they are on 
income support and receive the 


7 
: 


disabled person’s premium, they 
may earn up to £15. 

At least one local authority has 
decided to cut the “wage” 
altogether because they say they 
cannot afford to pay it. 

The London borough of 
Greenwich abolished the £4 
payment to 549 people in 6 cen- 
tres in March. The council hopes 
to save £56,000, part of a £16 
million package of cuts needed 


Disabled job-hunters are not 


A Commons committee has criti- 
cised Government measures to 
help disabled people find 
work. : 

The Public Accounts Commit- 
tee produced a report last month 
which found that: 

@ the 3 per cent employment 
quota is “ineffective, unenforce- 
able and outdated” and costs be- 
tween &1 and &2 million a year. 
Only 27 per cent of employers 
met the quota in 1986, while 56 
per cent had been officially let 
off their legal obligation. Re- 
search called for 3 years ago is 
still not finished, and the Com- 
mittee wants action to be taken 


_ without delay. 


@ there is a lack of reliable in- 
formation on the numbers and 


location of disabled people 


which prevents proper objec- 


tives and targets being set. 

@ communication between Job 
Centres and Employment Re- 
habilitation Centres (ERCs), 
which provide job training for 
disabled people, is unsatisfac- 
tory, with nearly a third of Job 
Centres never contacting ERCs 
at all. 

@ The 27 ERCs are poorly dis- 


helped enough by Government 


tributed. Vocational assessment 
(ASSET) teams and mobile re- 
habilitation services should be 
introduced more widely. 

@ Only 40 per cent of people 
who attended ERC courses in 
1986-7 had jobs or were on a 
community programme 3 
months later. 

The Committee applauded re- 
cent improvements in Rem- 
ploy’s commercial performance, 
but urged the Department of 
Employment to identify with 
Remploy the areas of highest 
subsidy, to help decide whether 
to continue funding high cost 
factories or put the cash into 
other sheltered employment 
schemes. 

Although the Department of 
Employment and the MSC have 
realised the weaknesses of their 
present programme, the Com- 
mittee concluded, “there is still 
much to be achieved”. . 

In an appendix to the report, 
RADAR says it is “essential that 
improvements now take place.” 


Employment Assistance to Dis- 
abled Adults, House of Com- 
mons Paper 144, HMSO, £3.50. 


Day centre workers caught in cash crisis 


to balance the budget. 

“We either had to cut the £4 
allowance or close one of the 
centres. Clearly this was the best 
option,” said David Clark, chair- 
man of the social services com- 
mittee. 


Since the allowance was stop- 


ped the council has introduced a 
free meal and free tea and coffee 
at the centres. This means that 
most of those attending the cen- 
tres are only 80p worse off a 
week, but the council has still 
made savings on administration. 

“Four pounds is obviously not 
a real wage, but it is very impor- 
tant in the training of people 
with mental handicaps as it gives 
them experience in handling 
their own money,” said Alan 
Leighton, director of marketing 
and communications at MEN- 
CAP. “It also gives them a feeling 
that they are making some sort of 
real contribution. To take it 
away from them is derisory be- 
cause the amount the authority 
saves is very little.” 

Another council considered 
scrapping the payments, but de- 
cided against it. In February the 
London borough of Barnet 
changed its mind when about 
300 people at 4 centres strongly 
opposed the cuts. But it will not 
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New surveys show many disabled losers 


MAY 1988 


SPEED WELL WITH 
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sb, Mobile Aid with Children in Mind 
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* ABattery Operated Vehicle 
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(Speedwell Enterprises) 


FREEPOST, Slough SL1 3BR 
Telephone: 0753 72249 


Benefit changes slammed 


A wave of opprobrium has 
broken over the Government 
following the introduction of 
changes in the social security 
regulations on 11 April. 
Intended to simplify and 
streamline the system and 
target benefits to those in 


greatest need, the changes 


have been widely criticised 
by MPs of all parties, 
academics, bishops, volun- 
tary organisations and even 
the Government's own Advis- 
ory Committee on Social 
Security, on the grounds that 
many needy claimants will 
lose out. 

How many people will lose is 
disputed, partly because the way 
the Government estimates its 
figures are open to question, and 
partly because, as the Advisory 
Committee says in its new re- 
port, there is a lack of informa- 
tion. 

“We believe that research has 
a vital role to play in assisting 
those who make policy to make 
informed choices about expend- 
iture on social security,” says the 
Committee. “And, just as impor- 
tant, by examining and exposing 


the results of social security poli- 
cies, research enables the rest of 
society to judge whether the 
right choices are being made.” 

The Government talks of 12 
per cent of claimants being 
worse off, while the Advisory 
Committee says 43 per cent. 

Nicholas Scott, Minister for 
Social Security and the Disabled, 
has admitted that 2.25 million 
existing claimants of all kinds 
who the Government said would 
be protected by transitional 
funding, will in fact lose in real 
terms because their benefit will 
be frozen at April 1987 levels. 

He has also said that four-fifths 
of sick and disabled people will 
be better off. 

This claim is challenged by a 
local survey carried out by the 
National Association of Citizens 
Advice Bureaux in March. In 80 
cases chosen at random in York- 
shire, it found that the people 
most likely to lose out were sick 
and disabled, followed by pen- 
sioners. There were five losers 
for every gainer among sick and 
disabled people. The losses aver- 
aged over £8 a week, the highest 

continued on page 3 
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Helping you to get out and about! 


Tailored to your needs for 


ATS500 Wheelchair 
Superbly balanced lightweight 
Wheelchair that provides 

stability and durability for both 
everyday and leisure activities. 


I would like further information/free no obligation demonstration (delete where applicable) 
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Walking Aids O 
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Please tick appropriate box for the literature/demonstration you require and post the coupon to: 
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Letters to the Editor 


Disability Now 12 Park Crescent London WIN 4EQ 


Doubts about the 
new Adult 
Training Scheme 


As Community Programme em- 
ployees, we echo Peter Little’s 
concern about the future of the 
Government’s new Adult Train- 
ing Scheme (DN April). As su- 
pervisors, we are likely to retain 
our jobs under the new scheme, 
SO it is not out of special pleading 
or sour grapes that we raise 
these issues. 

The Spastics Society has made 
considerable use of the Com- 
munity Programme and a great 
dependence on its resources has 
grown up. 

Our experience has been that 
most people joining CP schemes 
have quickly settled in and be- 
come wholly committed to. the 
Society’s aims and aspirations. 
Most have sought to continue 
working in the same fields when 
they have left (normally after 52 
weeks ), though not all have been 
able to find jobs straight away. 

For the Government, howev- 
er, CP has been primarily a 
means of taking people off the 
unemployment register. So, 
even while working for the Soci- 
ety, people have been encour- 
aged to seek work outside 
(“proper jobs”) and this has in- 
evitably detracted from the 
value which the scheme offered 
to people with disabilities. 

This conflict of interest will be 
much greater with the proposed 
changes. First, it is expected that 
the average stay will be 6 months 
instead of a year and some 40 per 
cent of the time has to be spent 
on “training”. 

Further, people will receive 


only £10 in addition to their be- 


nefit in return for a 35-40 hour 
week. It seems very likely that 
financial compulsion of some 
sort will be introduced through 
the Employment Bill to make 
sure they go on a scheme. 

The effects of this, we antici- 
pate, will be to reduce the in- 
terest and commitment shown 


by people working with us, re- 
gardless of the best efforts of staff 
and the new training scheme 
managers. 

We believe that The Spastics 
Society must consider very care- 
fully whether it wishes to act as a 
“training” body for people made 
to work for their benefits, as it- 
seems in direct conflict with the 
aims we have for how people 
with disabilities should be tre- 
ated. 

It has already been acknow- 
ledged by one MSC officer that 
the scheme as a whole will have 
to entail some job substitution 
(“trainees” doing work which 
would otherwise have been 
undertaken at full pay rates. by 
permanent employees), and 
even if this does not apply to any 
scheme run by the Society, the 
system as a whole will be sup- 
ported by the Society’s participa- 
tion. 

Furthermore, even if this mor- 
al question can be resolved, we 
wonder if the services the 
“trainees” can provide under 
these conditions will be accept- 
able to people with disabilities: 
the scheme smacks of using 
them to practise on in the search 
for a “proper” job. 

Ultimately, the scheme is set 
up to realise the Government’s 
aims of reducing the employ- 
ment statistics. Ifit is possible for 
the Society honourably and 
effectively to participate in this 
scheme, all to the good, but 
there remain many unanswered 
questions and doubts. 

Brenda Gibson, Halifax 
Anne Gonzalez, Leeds 
Ken Hawkins, Sheffield 


MP hypocrisy? 
With reference to the article on 
Nabil Shaban and discrimination 
(DN March), I was interested to 
read of the support of Labour 
MPs. Highly commendable! But 
is this jumping on a band wagon, 
ot hypocrisy? 

How many of the thirty-four 
MPs. in favour of §anti- 
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EQUIPMENT FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN & ADULTS 
Fully illustrated CATALOGUE available free 
Robertsbridge, E. Sussex TN32 5DR — phone 0580 880626 


discriminatory legislation would 
discriminate against disabled 
people by voting in favour of an 
exemption clause for disability 
in the David Alton Bill? 

Ellen Wilkie 

London N7 


Accepted ina 


wheelchair 


I read the article regarding a 
wheelchair actor being refused a 
part in a play because he might 
frighten the children (DN 
March). 

As you can see, I am wheel- 
chair bound but I volunteered to 
help in a local playgroup just af- 
ter Christmas. 

I was immediately accepted 
by the children as a person in a 
wheelchair and not as a “crip- 
ple”. 

_ I read stories to the children 
and also play with them together 
with the other assistants. I like to 
believe that these children will 
grow up unbiased and with an 
acceptance of the disabled as 
people. 

Fabio Bevan 

Southall, Middx 


Offensive 


In your March edition of Dis- 
ability Now we were appalled to 
read the item entitled “Disin- 
tegration” (Sic column). 
Working voluntarily as we do 
for the Caithness Association of 
the Scottish Council for Spastics, 


, we are inevitably, and sadly, it 


seems to us now, linked with 
The Spastics Society. We would, 
therefore, wish to disassociate 
ourselves from the opinionated, 
sick and politically motivated re- 
marks in the piece. 

It may be of interest to you 
that the UKAEA at Dounreay 
does a great deal to support this 
local association and that six of 
our seventeen committee mem- 
bers work at Dounreay and are 
justly proud of its high safety re- 
cord. 

Mairi Murchison 
Secretary 
Caithness Spastics Association 


I read with great interest your 
article concerning Housing for 
Special Needs (DN March). 

I understand the nature of 
your arguments and would agree 
with much of what is said. 

However, I have to say that 
your offensive cartoon did not 
give justice to a clear unbiased 
argument for or against a set of 
proposals. 

The tone of the cartoon 
obviously aimed at one party 
was highly offensive to those in- 
volved in that party and simply 
alienates viewpoints and de- 
tracts from the more rational 
concerns you express. 

Stephen George 
Appeals Officer 
Cambs. ) 

The Spastics Society 
Letchworth 


(Beds. and 


Herts 


Help for carers 


Having read your article “Carers 
get little or no support” (DN, 
February), | thought you might 
be interested in hearing about 
our organisation — CARES. 

We are a registered charity in 
Sandwell and aim to support car- 
ers and their dependents in the 
area by offering them a central- 
ised information service, a coun- 
selling service and a resource 
centre. 

We have a telephone helpline 
(tel: 021 553 0190) open 5 days 
a week, manned by trained 


volunteers, all of whom are: 


either carers, ex-carers or dis- 
abled people. 

We are in the process of set- 
ting up carers’ support groups 
and have already opened the 
Cares Co-operative Club, where 
both the carer and dependent 
come and join in activities and 
enjoy a lovely lunch. It is hoped 
that later not all carers will come 
every week and therefore have a 
break from their caring role. 

A Carers’ Companion book 
gives details of services. 


If anyone would like further , 


. Fabio Bevan witb children at St Mary’s playgroup, Norwood Green. 


information, please get in touch. 
Mike Humphries 

Carers Advice & Resource Estab- 
lishment Sandwell 

The Church of the Good 
Shepherd 

4 Bromford Lane 

West Bromwich B70 7HP 


I thought you would like to 
know about Signpost Stockport, 
a voluntary organisation, which 
offers help in a number of ways 
to carers living in the town. 

We have a helpline (061-456 
2808, 10am-4pm) to answer car- 
ers’ questions and problems, or 
just to lend a listening ear. 

We also have a, mobile in- 
formation bus which is a friend- 
ly, convenient centre where car- 


ers can call in for a chat. Not only - 


are our trained volunteers on 
hand to answer enquiries but 
there is a full range of leaflets. 

In addition, Signpost Stock- 
port produces a quarterly news- 
letter in which carers can share 
their experiences. 

Sylvia Cameron 
Signpost Stockport 
Torkington Centre 
Torkington Road 
Hazel Grove 
Stockport SK7 4PY 


Integration 


I understand that there are spe- 
cial needs children who have 
tried some form of integration in 
mainstream schools and for 
many reasons it has not worked 
out. 

I would be grateful if any pa- 
rents would write and tell me of 
their own and their children’s 
experiences. 

Doreen Banham 

Chairperson, Resource Centre 
Victoria Hospital 

Pettits Lane 

Romford, Essex RM1 4HP » 


by Julian Marshall 


Broken pledge 

Fighting words earlier this year 
by American Democratic 
presidential candidate Jesse 
Jackson: the disability rights 
movement is “at its heart a civil 
rights movement. I see no 
difference between being given 
separate entrances to buildings 
because you're black or because 
you're disabled.” Add to this that 
at the beginning of the 
nomination races, most of the 
Republican and Democratic 
candidates signed a Disabled But 
Able To Vote campaign pledge 
promising not to take part in 
debates unless the site was 


wheelchair accessible and a sign 


language interpreter was 
present, and one could be 
forgiven for thinking this US 
presidential race could bea 
constructive one for disabled 
people. But at the end of January, 
following the first round of 
debates in Iowa, not a single TV 
debate had employed a signer. 
As the editor of the lowan 
capital’s newspaper, the Des 
Moines Register, said: “I guess 
the candidates are keeping that 
pledge secret, except for 
whatever they may have told 
publications aimed at the 
hearing impaired.” 


Plane stupid 

Still across the Atlantic, last 
month the Republicans held a 
meeting to increase party 
participation by disabled people, 
attended by Peggy Pinder, a 
blind lawyer. On her way home — 
she was arrested for refusing to 
take a designated seat on her 
Midway Airlines plane. She was 
carried off the plane and charged 
with trespassing after insisting — 
on sitting down near an 
emergency exit, which blind 
people are forbidden to do 
under Midway’s policy. Liz 
Fanshawe, of the Disabled Living 
Foundation, says British 
disability organisations 
reluctantly accept that such 


» fules are necessary. “It’s sad, as 


these seats have the mostleg - 
room, so are convenient for 
disabled people, but if there is a 
survivable air crash, you need 
someone who can open the 
emergency exits.” She added 
that arrests would be unlikely in 
this country. “I hope disabled 
people would be sensible 
enough not to try astunt—I 


presume that’s what it was—like | 


Ms Pinder’s.” 


Staffand nonsense 
Asurvey by the Campaign for 
People with Mental Handicaps of 
1,000 job adverts for staff to 
work with people with learning 
difficulties had some interesting 
findings. “The emphasis on staff 
being people (‘us’) who do 
things for ‘them’ is still prevalent 
in advertisements, giving a 
general impression of inequality 
between staff and service users,” 
concludes the report. One 
advert stressed the importance 
of treating people as individuals, 
while referring to them 
collectively as “the mentally 
handicapped”. Others fell into 
the old “behaviourally disturbed 
senior nurse” and “mentally 
handicapped hospitals” trap. 
Steve Dowson, director of CMH, 
believes the “confused and 
negative images” found in job _ 
ads “accurately reflect the 
muddled thinking which 
undermines so many well- 
intentioned services.” 
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continued from page 1 
being £17 or £18 a week. 

“The new premiums, even 
those aimed at the disabled, do 
not in many cases compensate 


for the loss of the old allo- 


wance,” says the report. (A 
national survey from NACAB is 


_ due at the end of May. ) 


Another study just completed 
by the Department of Social and 
Administrative Studies at Oxford 
University, based on 186 house- 
holds in the Oxford area, finds 
that about three-quarters of the 
claimants would be worse off 
under the new social security 
system. Some pensioners, single 
people under 25 and people 
with disabilities face substantial 
losses, mainly because they have 


- to pay 20 per cent of their rates 


and all their water rate, and will 


also lose single payments. 


The most criticised part of the 


_ new system has been the social 
fund, which replaces one-off : 
_ job — basic welfare provision — 


grants for special needs (such as 
a cooker or bed) with cash- 
limited loans repayable out of in- 
come support. 

The Social Security Advisory 
Committee has argued that the 
fund should be at least £350 mil- 
lion. It is £203 million. 

Voluntary organisations fear 
they will have to pick up the tab. 
At a conference on 30 March, 
Simon Hebditch, assistant direc- 
tor of the National Council for 
Voluntary Organisations, said: 
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“The social fund puts the clock 


_ back 40 years. The Government 


wants to force charities to do its 


for it. We have made it abundant- 
ly clear that we cannot and will 
not do that.” 

“The Spastics Society is very 
concerned about where all the 
money is coming from to meet 
this demand,” said lobbyist Brian 
Lamb. “We fear that disabled 
people are going to be the 
losers.” 

There has also been wide- 
spread concern about the sav- 
ings limit above which benefit is 
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stopped. Although this has been 
raised from £3,000 to £6,000, it 
now affects housing benefit and 
family credit as well as income 
support. If someone has been 
saving, say, their mobility allo- 
wance to buy a car, that money 
will count as capital for benefit 
purposes, which it wouldn’t 
have done under the old system. 

MPs as diverse as Labour lead- 
er Neil Kinnock and Tory MP Sir 
Peter Emery want to see the 
£6,000 increased. 

Sir Peter talked of a “dis- 
incentive to thrift” in the 
Commons. and asked for more 


consideration for people “who 
have been thrifty all their lives, 
who have retired with some sav- 
ings and who are now in difficul- 
ty with the rise in the cost of 
living.” 

See Month 
pageo 


Losers and Gainers: A Compari- 
son of Benefits. £1.50 inc p&p. A 
limited number of copies of the 
report are available from 
NACAB Yorkshire & Humber- 
side Area Office, County House, 
Vicar Lane, Leeds LS1 7JH, tel: 
(0532) 453533. 


in Parliament 


New RADAR | 
‘plan for 
council jobs 


The Royal Association for Dis- 
ability and Rehabilitation is laun- 
ching a 3 year employment pro- 
ject this month to increase the 
numbers of disabled people 
working in local government. 

It will work with 6 councils 
thought to be representative of 
local government to discover 
the best way councils can recruit 
more disabled people. 

The final choice of which local 
authorities will be used has not 
been made, but will involve a . 
mix of county councils, metro- 
politan councils and district 
councils, ranging from 30,000 to 
500 employees. 

The 6 councils will also repre- 
sent the full spectrum of political 
control, have varied past records 
on the employment of disabled 
people and be located in both 
well-off and depressed areas. 

The project is funded by the 
Manpower Services Commission 
and the local authorities them- 
selves. The Association of Metro- 
politan Authorities has agreed to 
produce a report. 

“We hope the AMA report will 
provide a blueprint for employ- 
ment practices, not just for local 
authorities, but for all em- 
ployers,” says David Sindall, 
RADAR’s policy officer for em- 
ployment. 


Lord Snowdon ( left) helps M ichael Frye display irjam Southwell’s 


y (centre) award-winning “Flying Saucer”. 


Students’ designs on the market? 


Four students at the Royal Col- 
lege of Art have won £750 each 
in a competition to design prod- 
ucts for people with disabilities. 

The competition had 3 cate- 
gories: to design a jar or bottle 
top that could be removed by 
people with arthritis (or elderly 
people) but not by children; a 
toy which would stimulate the 
muscles and senses of children 
with cp, and an attractive protec- 
tive helmet for children and 
adults. 

All the finalists had checked 
up on the possibility of their de- 
signs being manufactured and 
this was something highlighted 
by Lord Snowdon, who pre- 
sented the prize cheques. 

“Manufacturers are scared off 


. by thinking designs for disabled 
~ people won't sell,” he said, “but 


these designs benefit able- 
bodied people too. The difficulty 
is in getting from the prototype 
to production and these finalists 
have made a very good start. 
“The idea with toys, for exam- 


. ple, is to make able-bodied chil- 


dren jealous and then the manu- 

facturers will be interested.” 
One of the winners, Mirjam 

Southwell, 27, designed a “Flying 


Saucer”, a rotating bowl-shaped 


3 
} 


- toy which children sit in. The 


is particularly suited 


_ to cheap moulding in plastic and 


Mirjam has a manufacturer in- 
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Francis Chu, 27, and Jane: 


Makower, 23, designed the 
prize-winning protective hel- 
met. They discovered that the 
safety requirements of the cycl- 
ing market and disabled market 
are very similar and so made a 
stylish helmet which will ‘suit 
both. 

Donald Black, product mana- 
ger of Camp Ltd, said he thought 
the helmet has a very good 
chance of taking-off. 

The competition was open to 
any student at the Royal College 
but all the winners came from 
the industrial design depart- 
ment. . 

Head of the department, Ro- 
ger Sale, said: “Designing for the 
disabled is seen as the albatross 
of the design world. In Sweden 
and Denmark products are so 
attractive that able-bodied peo- 
ple want them. We need to get to 
that level.” 

This is the second year of the 
design award which is spon- 
sored by Michael Frye, chairman 
of B Elliot ple. 


EQUIPMENT FOR DISABILITIES 
REPAIRED (NW ). We can design or 
make to your requirements, equip- 
ment of all kinds in various materials, 
made up to your specifications. Free 
estimates, Indoor/outdoor or 
personal equipment repaired” or 
made. Fully insured. Please phone 
Manchester 061-483 5526. 
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Cheap flats fail 


A philanthropic property de- 
veloper’s attempt to help dis- 
abled people own their own 
Central London flat has ended 
with only one of the special flats 
sold. 

In their new Regents Canal- 
side development in Hackney, 
Pilot Properties converted 6 
one-bedroom flats for use by dis-’ 
abled or elderly people and 
offered them for sale at cost 
(£60,000) — £20,000 less than 
the market price. 

Now the flats are on the open 


market, though Pilot say if any 


disabled people are interested, 
they will still get the discount. 


Pilot Properties, 01-267 5681. 


Magnifico! 

Last month’s DN nearly never 
was. All the artwork, on its way 
to the printer, was destroyed ina 
road accident. Only the devotion 
of typesetters FMT, who pro- 
duced new artwork in 6 hours, 
and re-scheduling by printers 
Portobello Web prevented you 
having no newspaper. 


THE RADNOR SMALL HOLDING PROJECT 
| provides training in agriculture, horticulture, 
| {ife and social skills for people with special 
needs. 
We are looking for.a full time 


HORTICULTURAL 
SKILLS INSTRUCTOR 


who will be capable of supervising volunteers, 
prepairing timetables and setting out work 
programmes. 
Apply to Ann Hobbs, 
Radnor Small Holding Project RCFE, 
- $pa Road, East, Llanddrindod Wells 
Powys D1 5ES 
Closing date 12th May 


LET US TRY AND HELP 
YOU FIND A PENFRIEND, 
~~ FRIEND OR PARTNER 


All enquiries to: HANDIDATE 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2PB 
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Now they’re drinking to access 


The great British pub is becom- 
ing more accessible. Already, 70 
pubs in the South East and 4 in 
Cheshire display a wheelchair 
symbol, and now the pilot 
scheme organised by The Brew- 
ers’ Society is being extended 
nationwide. 

To qualify for the sign, a pub 
has to be independently assessed. 
by a local access group accord- 
ing to guidelines produced by 
the Centre on Environment for 
the Handicapped and the Access 
Committee for England. 

The pub must have a level or 
ramped route from the car park 
to a main entrance, wheelchair 


access to the main bars and din- 
ing areas, and accessible toilets. 

These are minimum stan- 
dards, admits CEH director Sarah 
Langton-Lockton, because many 
older pubs have a character to 
maintain. 

The Pub. Facility Symbols 
scheme also covers gardens, 
food, accommodation and family 
rooms. Free leaflets listing pubs 
in the scheme by region are 
available from information cen- 
tres and libraries, or The Brew- 
ers’ Society. 


The Brewers’ Society, 42 Port- 
man Square, London W1. 


Amanufacturing division of THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 


Are you looking for 

something new in 

wheelchairs which combine 
mobility, comfort and 
exceptional value? 

Then consider our CURRENT } 
RANGE. 

@ ELAN Mk 2 powered, 
transportable wheelchair 

with unique kerb-climber and 
folding back. 

@ The BADGER (illustrated) a 
new concept in powered . 
wheelchairs providing total 

all day support and comfort. 
@ Ultra lightweight (from 
27\bs) folding manual and ' 
transit wheelchairs. 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
@ 021 783 6081 
OR FILL IN COUPON 
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To Newton Products, FREEPOST, Birmingham B33 8BR 


’ ELAN MK2/BADGER 
(_] DEMONSTRATION 
[_] BROCHURES 


ULTRA LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIRS 
[_] DEMONSTRATION 
[_] BROCHURES 


PLEASE TICK AS REQUIRED 
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Ways and Means to easier shopping 


High-street shopping for house- 
hold items designed to make ev- 
eryday tasks easier for people 
with disabilities, is finally here. 

The Nottingham Group, one 
of the largest suppliers of spe- 
cialist equipment for disabled 
people, has opened the first of 
what they hope will be a chain of 
shops around the country. 

Ways and Means, 
Rosemary Centre in Mansfield, 
Nottingham, stocks over 400 
items and gadgets, ranging from 
lightweight gardening tools to 
easy-grip cutlery, all intended to 


2 


in the 


help anyone with a physical dif- 
ficulty to be more independent. 

The shop is organised into 
different departments — Ways 
and Means to an easier kitchen 
... to easier dining ... to easier 
leisure . . . to easier personal care 
... to an easier household. 

Designed to be accessible, 
with wide doors and a spacious 
layout for wheelchairs and a 
handrail, it nevertheless avoids a 
“clinical” image and is bright and 
cheerful. 

“We've had a lot of response 
and many people have said it is 


ARJO MECANAIDS JUNIOR 
SHOWER TROLLEY/CHANGING TABLE 


Designed for 
the special 
needs of the 
handicapped 
child. 


%* Enables the 
disabled or 


handicapped child —~S 


to be showered in a 


comfortable, horizontal 


position. 


% Facilitates quick, hygienic cleansing 


after incontinence. 


%% Height adjustable — can also be used as a 


changing table. 


anon 
mecanaigs 
PATIENT LIFTING/BATHING SYSTEMS 


for more details of our Shower! 
Changing Trolley send to: 

ARJO MECANAIDS LTD - 
FREEPOST - ST CATHERINE STREET - 
GLOUCESTER GL1 2BR - 

§® 0452 500200 


DN/5/88 
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all garages. 


Sales Office: BEAVER HOUSE, 
NORTHERN ROAD, SUDBURY, 
_ SUFFOLK. 

TEL: (0787) 76241 


DM). SS So See 

Benyon Grove is an exclusive development of one bedroom detached bungalows with a 

moming room, and two bedroom detached bungalows, all with a garage, adjacent to the 
Herlington Centre with its Community and Health Centres and shopping facilities. 
The scheme has been designed to accommodate those with mobility difficulties; 
consequently the design provides wide doorways, extra-wide footpaths, ramps fo 
doors and different levels, door kickplates, conveniently placed light switches 
and sockets, etcetera. The general specification is of the highest, standard 
light oak kitchen units with fitted oven & hob. Gas: central heating by 
way of radiators. Champagne coloured bathroom suite with 
matching tiling and steel bath. Custom-built fitted 

wardrobes to the master bedroom. Power & light to 
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the kind of shop they need,” said 
manager Anita Patel. 

Margaret Buttery, who has a 
disabled son, Robert, 20, has vi- 
sited several times to buy items 
‘such as non-slip plates. \‘ 

“Two years ago an occupa- 
tional therapist told us she 
would get some aids for Robert 
through social services. We 
waited, but then heard about the 
shop and went along,” she said. 
“We knew exactly what we 
wanted and managed to get ev- 
erything we needed.” 

“At some time or other, we all 


need tools to extend our physic- ° 


al capabilities and we should be 
able to buy them with ease in a 
normal shopping environment, 
without the stigma of illness or 
dependency,” said David Man- 
sfield, managing director of the 
Nottingham Group. 


Day centre cash crisis 
continued from. page I 


be raising the allowance to £15. 

Marion Field, 31, works 3 days 
a Week at the Flower Lane day 
centre for people with learning 
difficulties in Barnet. She also 
works as a volunteer once a 
week at a nursery and once at a 


| home for elderly people. She did 


not know she could now earn 
£15. “I enjoy working but it 
would be nice to get more than 
£4 a week,” she said. 

Other councils like Newcastle 
and Sheffield will not be raising 
the allowance either. 

People doing woodwork, 
printing and running a laundry 
service in Sheffield will still get 
£4 a week. “There are plans to 
review the work done in day 
centres in the next few months,” 
said David Radford, senior prin- 
ciple assistant for the mentally 
handicapped. 

Other councils are prepared 
to raise the allowance. At Cur- 
riers Close Workshop in Coven- 
try, where 82 people with a men- 
tal handicap do spare parts pack- 
aging for Peugeot-Talbot, the 
workers can expect a rise. “I 
don’t know if it will be £15, but 
they are expecting something,” 
said Irene Howells, assistant 
manager. 

The £11 rise in disregarded 
earnings seems to have taken 
some councils by surprise. “We 
have not yet taken this on 
board,” said David Williams, 
assistant director (operational 
support) in Birmingham, where 
people attending Employment 
Preparation Units get on average 
£3.50 a week. 

“The new limit certainly raises 
questions about working in day 
centres,” said Neil Kay, director 
of social services in Sheffield, and 
president of the Association of 
Directors of Social Services. 

He said there are fewer day 
centres. that are production 
focussed these days because 
economic recession made it 
more difficult to get contract 
work, and many centres now 
concentrate on more education- 
al activities. But the fact that £4 
was not a very great incentive to 
work also played a part. 

“I think that most authorities 
would want raise the amount 
they pay workers in centres 
which are 80 or 90 per cent 
work oriented,” he said. “ But 
whether they can afford to do it 
is another issue.” 


THERMAL JOINT SUPPORT 


effective in the treatment and 
prevention of Sport 
and Non-Sport injuries. 
For free brochure send SAE to:— _ 


ORTHO SERVICES N/W 
19 Melling Avenue, Chadderton 
Oldham OL9 RP 
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Passive smoking 

j 
warning 
Pregnant women should avoid 
exposure to other people’s 
smoke, says a report published in 
March. It suggests there is a link 
between passive smoking and 


low birth-weight in babies, 
which can make them more at 


risk of dying or becoming dis- 


abled. 

The fourth report of the Inde- 
pendent Scientific Committee 
on Smoking and Health looked at 
the studies done so far on passive 
smoking and pregnant women. It 
concludes that the link with low 
birth-weight “appears to be lar- 
ger than expected”. In 2 of the 
studies babies of mothers ex- 
posed to smoke were on average 
24g lighter than babies born to 
unexposed women. 

The report also highlights 
once again the link between 
smoking during pregnancy and 
low birth-weight. Babies born to 
smoking mothers weigh on aver- 
age 200g (7oz) less than the 
babies of non-smokers. 


Smoking and Health, HMSO, 
£5.70. 


Raymond Kelly 


Sporting style Georgina 
Hulme, of the Special Olympics 
Gymnastic Team, goes through 
her paces at the launch of a fun- 
draising appeal for the Games, 
to be held in Leicester in August 
1989. All the athletes have a 
mental handicap and many are 
also physically disabled. At 
least £300,000 must be raised. 
If you can help, perbaps 
through sponsored events, send 
the money to Terry Harrison, 
Special Olympics 1989, New 
Walk Centre, Leicester. 


News 
in Brief 


Cathedrals take shape 
for blind people ; 


People who are blind will soon 
be able to experience the majes- 
tic proportions of cathedrals in 
England and Wales, thanks to Dr 
John Hull from Birmingham Uni- 
versity. 

Dr Hull, who is himself blind, 
is devising “trails” for blind peo- 
ple which, he-says, “will try to 
convey the size and mystery of 
cathedrals through touch, and 
acoustics such as bells and 
tapes”. : 

The first two cathedrals with 
trails will be Lichfield and 
Coventry, chosen for their con- 
trasting medieval and modern 


styles. 
For details contact Robert 
Buckley, Cathedrals through 


Touch and Hearing, Faculty of 
Education, University of Birm- 
ingham, B15 2TT, tel: 021-414 
4820. 


Women lecturers get 
rise to equal men 
Fourteen women speech ther- 
apy lecturers have been given 
pay rises of nearly £10,000 a 
year. ; 

The enormous rise comes af- 
ter years of negotiation with the 
DHSS, which has now agreed 
that the women should be paid 
the same as male lecturers at 
London university. 

All the women are employed 
by the National Hospital College 
of Speech Scientists, which is 
part of the NHS. They will now 
be on a maximum of £23,355 a 
year, instead of £13,356. 


Call to “Act Now” 
Representatives from over 35 
voluntary organisations have 
started an “Act Now” campaign 
calling for the implementation of 
the Disabled Persons Act 1986. 

A steering committee has 
been set up to protest at delays 
in putting the Act into practice. 

It has put out a leaflet giving 
advice on how to use the media 
to publicise the campaign, from 
writing press releases to being 
interviewed on local radio. 

For a copy or more informa- 
tion. contact David Parratt at — 
RADAR, 25 Mortimer Street, | 
London WIN 8AB. 


You'll assist by: 


improvised music 


tors and organisations 


strategy. 
You'll need: 


music 


depend 


Would you like to represent GLA and the interests of jazz in London 
for at least one year? 
Apply for the short term post of 


JAZZ DEVELOPMENT WORKER 
for 
GREATER LONDON ARTS 


— advising promoters, musicians, arts organisations and the public in 
Greater London, as well as updating GLA’s database for jazz and 


— liaising with local authorities and national and regional jazz administra- 


— co-operating with external consultants over the implementation of - 


— professional administrative experience in the jazz field : 
— knowledge of and sympathy for a cross section of jazz and improvise 


— good communications skills and a facility for working under pressure. | 
The ability to adhere to GLA’s Equal Opportunities Policy is essential 


The post is offered on a fee basis of £8,000 per annum for 21 hours per week. 
Please send a postcard for full details and application forms to The Director 
(JDW7), Greater London Arts, 9 White Lion Street, London N1 9PD. 


Closing date for receipt of completed applications: Monday 23 May 1988. 


Greater London Arts welcomes applications from all 
sections of the community irrespective of an 
individual’s sex, race, colour, ethnic or national 
origin, marital status, sexual orientation, disabilities, 
age, political or religious belief or responsibility for 
ants. 
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Brian Lamb finds that the prediction of the Gove 
effects of the poll tax are likely to come true for 
_ introduces the tax, is having a stormy passage 


_ The Local Government Finance 


Bill 1987 is the Government’s 


attempt to reform the domestic 
fates system. Similar legislation 


has already been passed in Scot- 


land where it will come into 
effect in 1989, with England and 
Wales following in 1990. 

Parts of the Bill have serious 
implications for disabled peo- 
ple’s incomes and status within 
the community, while as a whole 
it could have damaging consequ- 
ences for community care. 


The proposals 


The ~- Personal Community 
Charge, or poll tax, is the main 
form in which people will be 
aware of the new system. Each 
local authority will set its own 


___ level of poll tax, and most people 


over the age of 18 will be liable 
for the charge. 

The amount of tax payable is 
calculated by taking local au- 


_ thority expenditure, deducting 


income such as central govern- 
ment grant and business rates, 
and dividing the balance by the 
number of people liable to pay 


_ poll tax in that authority. 


Many inner city areas will 
have poll tax charges higher than 
the national average (estimated 
at £224) while rural areas will 
have low poll tax rates. 

The new tax has been criti- 
cised because it is unrelated to 
ability to pay — within each au- 
thority everyone is charged the 
same amount. 

And while the present rating 
system is “progressive” in that it 


. redistributes income from rich 


to poorer groups, the poll tax 
will be “regressive”, falling har- 
dest on those least able to pay. It 
has been calculated, on the basis 
of Government figures, that 
more people will lose under the 
“new system than will gain. 
More importantly, losers are 


- concentrated among those with 


low incomes. Disabled people 
are disproportionately repre- 
sented amongst low income 
groups and will therefore be hit 
harder by the tax. 


Exemptions 


Few people will be exempt from 
paying the charge. But disabled 
people living in residential cen- 
tres or hospitals will be exempt 
and so will people who have 
been severely mentally hand- 
icapped from birth and receive 
Severe Disability Allowance — 
provided they produce a doc- 
tor’s certificate confirming that 
their disability is mental and not 
physical. 

This second exemption has 
caused extreme disquiet to orga- 
nisations such as Mencap and 
The Spastics Society. 

- Defining severe mental hand- 
icap and correlating this with 
levels of understanding is an im- 
possible task, even if it was felt to 
be a desirable one. 

The exemption is further 
flawed by insisting that the hand- 
icap has to be congenital. People 
who have become severely men- 
tally handicapped through an 
accident will not qualify; nor will 
people with Alzheimer’s disease 
or stroke victims, many of whom 
have a mental handicap. 

Parents will be faced with the 


dilemma of applying for the ex- 


-emption and risking a further 


stigma for their severely mental- . 
_ly handicapped son or daughter 
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or paying the tax themselves out 
of much needed resources. 


Rebates 


People dependent on Income 
Support will be entitled to an 80 
per cent rebate. 

It will be payable through the 
Housing Benefit system just as 
rate rebates are now. This causes 
concern because at the moment 
nearly a quarter of those eligible 
to claim housing benefit do not 
do so, so not everyone entitled 
to the rebate will in fact get it. 

Originally, the Government 
intended that everyone on be- 
nefit should be responsible for 
the other 20 per cent, with the 
aim of keeping local government 
accountable to local people. 
However, under pressure from 
disability groups and the poverty 
lobby, the Government agreed 
to finance the other 20 per cent 
contribution through Income 
Support. 

The major problem with this 
is that the compensation is 20 
per cent of the average poll tax. 
So a person in an area with a high 
poll tax will not get back the full 


~ amount he has had to pay out, 


(although others in a low poll 
tax area may gain). 

For example, a claimant living 
in the London Borough of Cam- 
den, which on present figures 
estimates its poll tax will be 
£769 a year, would have to pay 
20 per cent of that: £153.80. Yet 
under the proposed system he 
would, in theory, get £52 (20 
per cent of the national average 
charge ) added on to his Income 
Support. This would leave him 
just over £100 out of pocket. 

In fact, the situation will be 
worse than this, as the Income 
Support rates do not even fully 
refund 20 per cent of the average 
charge. 

Another problem is that as the 


rebate is paid with benefit, many 


people may use the money to 
ease immediate financial worries 
and then be faced with the pros- 
pect of poll tax debts, and pro- 
secution for non-payment. 


Loss of concessions 


The move to poll tax will also 
have damaging consequences 
for the benefits some disabled 
people gain from present rate 
concessions. p 

At present over 100,000 dis- 
abled people receive rate re- 
bates, in some cases up to 100 
per cent of their rates bill, be- 
cause they live in housing that 
has been adapted to their needs. 

The importance of this con- 
cession was recognised by the 
Government during the passage 
of the Scottish poll tax legisla- 
tion. Lord Glenarthur _ said: 
“There will be a category of sev- 
erely disabled people living in 
the community who at present 
enjoy full rates relief and should 
maintain that position under the 
community charge system. We 
therefore propose that extra 
help should be made available 
for a clearly defined group of 
severely disabled people, which 
could extend up to 100 per cent 
of the community charge.” 

Yet this commitment has also 
been ignored. 

Many people living in their 
own, specially adapted, home 
may be on low incomes, but not 
necessarily on Income Support. 
If they are not on Income Sup- 
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p, increased debt, or both” 


rnment’s own Social Security Advisory Committee on the 
disabled people. The Local Government Finance Bill, which 
through Parliament at the moment’ 


Jagjeet Minhas, 21, hopes to 

move from The Spastics Socie- 
ty’s Broadstones Hostel in Birm- 
ingham into the community as 
soon as he gets a flat. If he does, 
he will be eligible to pay 20 per 
cent of the poll tax, which 
works out at just under £50 a 
year, based on estimates for the 
area. “It’s going to be difficult to 
cope on the benefit I get any- 
way,” he said. “The poll tax will 
make it even worse.” 


port they will be entitled to no 
rebate at all. This means that a 
measure which recognised the 
extra costs associated with a dis- 
abled person’s housing needs 
has effectively been withdrawn 
without many disabled people 
being properly compensated. 


Effects on community care 


The Government’s own watch- 
dog, the Audit Commission, in its 


__ AUSTIN ROVER 


If you're interested in 
obtaining credit contact 
Austin Rover Finance, 

100 Stratford Road, Shirley, 
Solihull B90 3BH. 

Tel: 021-745 2633. 


1986 report Making a Reality of 
Community Care stated that 
“local authorities are often 
penalised through the grant sys- 
tem for building the very com- 
munity services which govern- 
ment policy favours.” 

The new system will penalise 
even more severely authorities 
that invest in community care. 

Under the new system, local 
authorities will have control of 
only 25 per cent of local expend- 
iture. (Instead of the 56 per cent 
they have now). If an authority 
increases its total expenditure to 
implement community ~ care 
policies, it will have to raise all 
the extra money through the 
poll tax. 

Good community care poli- 
cies may therefore end up finan- 
cially penalising the very people 
they are intended for, as extra 
costs are translated into poll tax 
charges. 

Also, because of more central 
government control, local com- 
munity care needs will become 
increasingly assessed centrally. 
This may mean spending levels 
are set which ignore local prob- 
lems. The authority will then be 
in the dilemma of choosing be- 
tween ignoring need, or over- 
spending and risking the wrath 
of the local electorate when poll 
tax charges go up. 


Tax on caring 


Husbands and wives (or people 
living together as such) will re- 
ceive individual bills but are also 
jointly liable. If one defaults, the 
local authority will be able to 
take action against the other and 
vice versa. 

This joint and separate lia- 
bility will have serious con- 


*See Month in Parliament. 


At Austin Rover we appreciate that, if you're disabled, a car can 


literally mean freedom. 


That's why we've instigated the Austin Rover Mobility Scheme. 
To provide you with the practical transport you need — at a very 


affordable price. 


The new generation of Austin Rover cars offer unequalled 
reliability and efficiency — combined with easy access, light, responsive 
controls, oceans of interior room, plus automatics available in each 


model range. 


In most Metros and Maestros for instance, you can fold down 
part of the rear seat to stash a wheelchair, but retain plenty of space 


sequences for carers. 

If someone has to give up 
work to look after a disabled re- 
lative, their poll tax liability will 
fall on their partner. The incen- 
tive will be to seek residential 
care for a disabled person rather 
than at home. The carer could 
continue to work and the dis- 
abled person would not have to 
pay any poll tax. 

This not only runs counter to 
community care policies but is 
expensive. The Audit Commis- 
sion showed that it costs on aver- 
age at least twice as much to 
keep someone in residential care 
as to support them in the com- 
munity. 

Poll tax is going to have a 
damaging and intrusive effect on 
disabled people’s lives. 

On many aspects of commun- 
ity care policy the DHSS and the 
Department of the Environment 
are moving in entirely opposite 
directions, with disabled people 
the losers. 

It comes on the heels of social 
security changes that are going 
to leave thousands of disabled 
people without adequate sup- 
port. 

The irony is that the tax does 
not achieve the Government’s 
aims. Local accountability will 
not be increased but central gov- 
ernment control will be. 

A system which runs so de- 
cisively against community care 
policies with no regard for the 
disabled person’s ability to pay 
can hardly be regarded as fairer. 

The result for many, as the 
Government’s own Social Secur- 
ity Advisory Committee has pre- 


dicted, will be “increased 
hardship, increased debt, or 
both.” 


Brian Lamb is The Spastics 
Society's lobbyist 


And if you're over 18, we can arrange credit terms through 


address above. 


Austin Rover Finance — just ask for a written quotation from the 


To take advantage of our Mobility Scheme discount, call in at. 


any Austin Rover dealer, who'll also arrange to make any 
modifications necessary through an approved specialist. 
Alternatively, post the coupon for an information pack 


complete with price list and authorisation form. Either way, you'll see 


for passengers. The Maestro even offers optional power steering! 


Better still, the Austin Rover Mobility Scheme knocks as 
much as 17% off the car's basic list price! — no matter 
whether you want a Metro, Mini, Maestro, Montego or a 


Rover.* 


The scheme is open to anyone who holds a Mobility 
Allowance (including the relatives of anyone not able to drive). 
Private Car Allowance holders and current trike owners, 
or other registered disabled persons not covered in these 


categories may also qualify. 


Name 


that being disabled doesn't mean being disadvantaged. 


*Rover 800 series not yet available 


Address __ 


AUSTIN ROVER 
LLLLT 


DN/5/88 Mobility Scheme 
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Anger over social 
security changes 


During .Prime Minister’s Ques- 
tion Time on the first day back 
from the Easter break, Mrs 
Thatcher was forced to defend 
the new social security system 
against a fierce attack from the 
Opposition. Labour leader Neil 
Kinnock challenged her on the 
case of a 73-year-old woman 
who had written to ask how she 
was expected to cope with a 
£6.80 reduction in her £50 a 
week income. “How can she 
economise when she has lost 12 
per cent of -her income?” he 
asked repeatedly. 

Mrs Thatcher replied by quot- 
ing the case of a Bristol woman 
with multiple sclerosis, Mrs 
Felicity Godden, whose case had 
been highlighted in the Daily 
Mirror. 

Social Services Secretary John 
Moore had already been chal- 
lenged on this case. He said Mrs 
Godden had been advised to 
apply to the new independent 
living fund for severely disabled 
people for assistance, but was on 
holiday when officials called. 
This produced laughter from 
some Conservative MPs. Mr Kin- 
nock later angrily told the Prime 
Minister that Mr Moore “had just 


look at 


made it apparent that he does 
not think women with multiple 
sclerosis should have holidays”. 
_ In response to earlier ques- 


tions, Nicholas Scott, Minister 


for Social Security, said that peo- 
ple with severe disabilities could 
now apply to the fund although 
no date has been set for it to 
come into operation. “We shall 
individual cases and 
where appropriate make interim 
payments,” he said. 

Anthony Favell (Con) asked 
Mr Scott to condemn “scare- 
mongering” among Opposition 
MPs which was alarming dis- 
abled people. Jack Ashley (Lab) 
retorted that “six charities, 
which do not go in for 
scaremongering, had described 
the fund as an abdication of the 
Government's responsibility.” 

Because of the strength of feel- 
ing amongst MPs the Speaker, 
Bernard Weatherill, agreed to an 
emergency debate on_ social 
security the following day. 

Shadow Social Services Secret- 
ary, Robin Cook, gave an impas- 
sioned speech citing several real 
examples of losers under the 
new system. He returned to the 
case of Mrs Godden, saying that 
while her husband, who works, 
had gained £2 from tax cuts, the 
family had lost £48 a week in be- 
nefit cuts. 

He ended by contrasting the 
benefit cuts with tax cuts in the 
Budget, which gave a £2,080 
million windfall to the 750,000 
richest people. 

In reply, John Moore said that 
the social security changes had 
been included in the conserva- 
tive manifesto at the last elec- 
tion, and pointed to the short- 
comings of the old system, 
which “tended to lock recipients 
into dependency rather than 
liberate them from it.” 

His speech, frequently inter- 
rupted by David Nellist (Lab) 
who was eventually suspended 


from the House; failed to raise a 
cheer from Conservative back- 
benchers. However, a promise 
to closely monitor the effects of 
the changes was enough to pre- 
vent an embarrassing number of 
abstentions in the vote. 


Baker's special 
needs concession 


At the report stage of the Educa- 
tion Reform Bill, Education 
Secretary Kenneth Baker told 
MPs that children with special 
needs will be allowed to opt out 
of the national curriculum at the 
discretion of their head teacher. 

This concession is contained 
in 2 new clauses to the Bill 
which give schools a more flexi- 
ble approach in dealing with the 


Baker: concessions 
problems faced by slow learning, 
disabled or behaviourally dis- 
turbed children. 

Under the new clauses the 
Education Secretary will be able 
to exempt certain categories of 
child from the national curricu- 
lum, and temporary exceptions 
will be allowed for individuals. 

The head teacher will be able 
to withdraw a child for 6 months 
(renewable if necessary ) in con- 
sultation with the subject 
teacher. Parents will have the 
right of appeal. 

Mr Baker’s concession was a 
response to fears that the new 


Bill would slow down the pro- 
cess) of integration and “undo 
some of the good work” done 
since the 1982 Education Act. 
He assured MPs that he could see 
there was a danger and promised 
further amendments to streng- 
then the safeguards. 


MP rebellion 
over Poll Tax... 


The Government suffered a loss 
of face last month when 38 Tory 
backbenchers, led by Michael 
Mates (Con) rebelled against the 
proposed poll tax legislation 
(see page 5). 

The rebels joined the Opposi- 
tion in supporting Mr Mates’ 
amendment to the Local Gov- 
ernment Finance Bill, which 
would have introduced a 3-tier 
system relating the tax more 
closely to people’s ability to pay. 

The Government won. the 
vote by a majority of only 25, de- 
spite an attempt by Nicholas Rid- 
ley, the Environment Secretary, 
to quash the rebellion by offer- 
ing a £130 million concession 
for people on low incomes. It 
gives low income groups larger 
rebates on their poll tax: instead 
of losing 20p in rebate for every 
£1 earned over the poverty 
level, they will lose 15p. 


...and over 
health charges 


Tory backbenchers joined with 
opposition parties in objecting 
to proposals in the Health and 
Medicines Bill to charge £10 for 
eye tests and £3 for dental 
check-ups. 

Health Minister Tony Newton 
offered 3 concessions to cost ab- 
out £7 million a year: free eye 
tests for people on low incomes, 
and people with diabetes or 
glaucoma. ; 

Dame Jill Knight (Con) 
argued that eye tests were an im- 


portant form of preventative 
medicine and that the £10. 


. charge would deter people from 


having them. 
The proposal to introduce the 
charges were passed. 


Alton gives 
little ground 


Before Parliament’s Easter break, 
David Alton’s (Lib) controver- 
sial Abortion (Amendment ) Bill, 
which aims to cut the time limit 
for abortions from 28 to 18 
weeks, completed its committee 
stage in the Commons almost 
unaltered. 

Only 2 amendments were 
accepted. The first, tabled by Sir 
Bernard Braine (Con), a suppor- 
ter of the bill, would allow abor- 
tion after 18 weeks if the foetus 
was certified by a consultant 
gynaecologist to be severely 
mentally or physically handicap- 
ped or the life of the woman was 
in danger. 


HOUSE OF LORDS 


Small victory on 
Employment Bill 


After promising to underline its 
commitment to make special 
employment and __ training 
arrangements for disabled peo- 
ple, the Government amended 
the Employment Bill in March to 
say that new schemes under the 
Bill may include such arrange- 
ments. 

The amendment, put by Lord 
Renton (Con), followed strong 
lobbying by voluntary organisa- 
tions. ; 

It was a weaker version of an 
earlier amendment drawn up by 
The Spastics Society and put by 
Baroness Seear, which sought to 
make provision for disabled peo- 
ple compulsory. 


Julian Marshall 


Fasten your seat belts. 


You're coming for a drive in a truly amazing little 
car. It's a 1.] litre Ford Fiesta with a new kind of automatic 
gearbox, one that’s designed especially for small cars. 

In the first place, it feels as nippy as a manual. 

In the second place, you'll be amazed by its fuel 


economy.* 


And, in the third place, it’s great fun. 

Let's suppose you're just moving off. All the 
controls will seem quite familiar The gear lever 
has five positions: park, reverse, neutral, drive 


and low. Slot it into drive, squeeze the accelerator, 


you're away. And here's where 
you get your first surprise. This 
little car is quick off the mark. 

That's because the gear- 
box is much simpler than a 


conventional automatic. So it doesn't use up as much 


engine power. 


In tests, it's done 0-60 mph within a second and a 
half of the five speed manual, and reached 87 mpht 

But the best is still to come. As you accelerate, 
you expect to feel it change gear. 


But you don''t. 


You see, the gearbox doesn’t have the usual gears. 
Instead, it continuously adjusts itself so that you're always 
in the most efficient ratio for the prevailing conditions. 

People say it feels like a plane taking off. The car 
smoothly gathers speed with no hiccups along the way, 
and hardly any change in engine note. 


happens. The car seems to relax 


for motorways. 


Once you've reached your desired speed, you ease 


off on the accelerator and something else quite delightful 


into a lovely quiet cruise. 

It's a bit like having a sixth 
gear, which in effect it has. The 
engine slows right down but you 
maintain your speed. Wonderful 


That also 
explains why this 
Fiesta is so economical. 
Since it always chooses the 
highest possible gear ratio for the 


THE FIESTA CTX AUTOMATIC 


at 56 mph* 


Disabled Motorist” then 


A. job, it uses a lot less petrol than a conventional auto- 
1 matic. In Government fuel tests it achieved 58.9 mpg 


5 


We could go on for ever about this little car; how 
easy it is to drive in town, what fun it is on winding roads. 
But, better by far, why not try it for yourself. 

The Fiesta Automatic is available in L or Ghia trim. 
And most-Ford dealers should be able to 
arrange a demo. ; 

One last word, don’t be put off if it feels 
a little odd at first. It'll only take you a couple 
of miles to get used to it. Once you have, we 
bet you'll agree, it’s magic. 


If you would like full details 


of the Fiesta CTX, the Ford 
Motability Scheme and a copy 
of our brochure “Ford and the 
please fill in the “Freepost” 


coupon below or contact Ford Personal Import Export Ltd, 


i Motability Department DN, 8 Balderton Street, London 
WIY 2BN. Tel: 01-493 4070 


tFord computed figs. “Achieved in govt. fuel economy tests — 
mpg Ilitres per 100 km), constant 56 mph (90 kmh) 58.9 (4.8), 
constant 75 mph (120 kmh) 40.9 (6.9). Urban driving 39.2 (7.2). 
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Freepost Ford, London WIE 8EZ. 


_ Please send me full details of the Fiesta CTX, the 
| Ford Motability Scheme and the Ford Cars brochure. 
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Drooling — or dribbling — is one 
symptom of a swallowing prob- 
‘lem. 

_ Other symptoms can be an in- 


_ ability to chew or push food to 
_ the back of the mouth ready for 
- swallowing, or 


difficulty in 
drinking. 

Drooling occurs when saliva 
escapes from the mouth and 


__ runs onto the chin and clothes. It 
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- looks unsightly, and wet skin and 


clothes are uncomfortable. The 
skin is likely to get chapped and 
sore, and clothes that are soggy 


' with saliva can become smelly.* 


What is saliva for? 


| - Saliva has four important func- 


- 


z 


tions. It lubricates food in the 
mouth, ready for the next stage 
of swallowing. It keeps the 
mouth wet and makes it sensi- 
tive, so that we can quickly rec- 
ognise and reject anything that 
might be harmful, like a bone. It 
is essential for tasting food, be- 
cause the taste buds in.the ton- 
gue need food to be dissolved in 
saliva; and being alkaline, it helps 
to combat acidity which causes 
tooth decay and gum disease. 
Saliva also helps to digest starchy 
food. 

We produce about 11/2 litres a 
day (3 pints ) which is swallowed 
in 600 separate swallows. 

During sleep, saliva flow near- 
ly stops, so swallowing slows 
down. Interestingly, quite a few 
people without neurological 
problems find they have a damp 
patch on the pillow sometimes, 
because saliva has escaped while 
they were asleep. 


What causes drooling? 
Whether we are swallowing 
food or saliva, the process de- 
pends upon a highly co- 
ordinated system of sensation 
and movement. So ‘it is not sur- 
prising that many people with 
neurological conditions like 
cerebral palsy, where both 
sensation and movement are im- 
paired, encounter problems in 
swallowing. 2 

Poor tongue movement is 
mainly to blame. And,when the 
tongue cannot wash saliva 
around teeth and gums, the re- 
sult is red, swollen gums, tooth 


* For clothes that are comfortable and 
look good, see DN March. 
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Kay Coombes shows with the help of a volunteer how to assess sensation inside the mouth before starting 
treatment. Movements of the jaw and tongue are monitored at the same time. 


How to deal with drooling 


There’s more to it than keeping your mouth shut, says Kay Coombes 


decay and unpleasant breath. 

Special efforts must be made 
to clean the-mouth thoroughly 
several times a day, using a 
toothbrush, or a swab if the 
mouth is very sensitive. The 
good news is that regular 
brushing is likely to stimulate 
sensation in the mouth and im- 
prove swallowing. 

Swallowing saliva is an auto- 
matic action brought about by a 
sensation of the liquid collecting 
in the mouth and a subconscious 
feeling of “readiness” to swallow. 
It is quite a subtle sensation, and 
this is why swallowing saliva 
may be more difficult for some 
people than swallowing food. 

It is often assumed that closing 
the lips is essential to prevent 
drooling. In fact, it is not neces- 
sary to close the mouth com- 
pletely in order to swallow. It is 


more important to be able to- 


move the front of the tongue up 
to the roof of the mouth, behind 
the top teeth, to begin the sequ- 
ence of swallowing, and to move 
the tongue independently of the 
jaw. 

If the jaw moves up and down 


Make ligitt 
work of 


every time the tongue moves, 
the tongue cannot collect saliva 
from the gulley between the 
cheeks and gums properly and 
carry the saliva along _ its 
surface. 

Some people tip their head 
back, either automatically or on 
purpose, trying to compensate 
for the lack of tongue movement 
by using gravity to help saliva 
run into their throat. While this 
can be fairly successful short 
term, it actually makes normal 


People learn more from sensation 
when they use their own hands. 


dried out, and there can be unde- 


: sirable side effects, for example, 


dehydration of the whole body. 
Surgery to reduce the amount 
of saliva from the parotid gland, 
which secretes the greatest 
quantity of saliva, or to redirect 
its outlet towards the throat has 
also been tried. Even if they are 
successful, these operations do 
not reduce the flow of saliva 
from other glands, so drooling 


‘may not be affected at all. 


Anyone who does not have a 
neuromuscular problem can 
swallow on request if they have 
saliva in their mouth, and some 
people with swallowing prob- 
lems can also swallow in a 
fashion if they are reminded, or 
can remind themselves. This has 
been the basis of many training 
programmes, usually with cp 
children. 

Although it works fairly well 
as a substitute for automatic 
swallowing, it is not the same 
thing. Also, it is likely to break 
down when other activities get 
in the way so that the person 
forgets to swallow, or when the 
teaching programme comes ‘to 
an end. 


Why stay at home? 


The best method 

The logical way to tackle drool- 
ing is to find a therapist who spe- 
cialises in this area through your 
GP or district speech therapist. 
He/she can analyse the swallow- 
ing pattern of the person, 
observing all the factors we 
know to be important — head 
control; eating patterns; arm and 
head movement (since these are 
closely linked with facial move- 
ments, therapy can help both); 
the degree of sensation in the 
mouth (some people are too 
sensitive and pull away or bite a 
spoon, while others lack sensa- 
tion and need to learn to detect 
their saliva ). 

Having done that, the therap- 
ist can find a way to encourage 
more normal swallowing of food 
and saliva, by ensuring the best 
possible foundation for the 
movements involved. There are 
techniques to increase quicker, 
more precise movements of the 
tongue and the soft palate. The 
ultimate aim is to develop effort- 
less, repeated small swallows, 
not exaggerated “gulping” 
movements. 

Parents of young children can 
incorporate work on hands and 
eating into overall care from the 
beginning. 

Both children and adults need 
time and opportunity to experi- 
ence swallowing as normally as 
possible. It does not help to tell 
someone to “swallow” if they do 
not know how it feels to swallo 
effectively. a 

Treatment for drooling is de- 
signed to enable people to ex- 
perience swallowing, - usually 
with the help of someone else at 
first. 

Although having a tissue at the 
ready may save embarrassment, 
it removes the point of swallow- 
ing. Developing effective swal- 
lowing means resisting the 
temptation to reach for a hand- 
kerchief and mop around the 
mouth “just in case...” 


College of Speech Therapists, 6 
Lechmere Road, London 
NW2.Tel: 01-459 8521. 


Kay Coombes MSCT, Dip CST, 
works with adults and children 
who have neurological condi- 
tions. Her methods are based on 
the Bobath approach. 


Go out with your family and friends — on a Sportster. 

Sportster is truly dual purpose. It’s just as easy to drive in 
your home as it is on a cross- country jaunt. One full charge will 
take you up to 40 miles and fully automatic electronic braking 
means you are in control - even on steep hills. 

Sportster has a guaranteed nationwide service back-up, and 
gives you the independence to do the simple things, again. . 


lifting patients 
Lifting heavy patients is no longer a chore with 
a hoist from the Wessex range. 


Whether you choose the Wessex Patient - 
Hoist, Travelmaster or the New Orkney Hoist 
system, you will be able to lift even the 


Assisted drinking can lay the 
foundation for more normal 
swallowing. 

movement even more difficult. 


heaviest patient with ease. Try swallowing with your head 
Simple, smooth operation tilted back and your mouth open @ Completely safe and easy to drive 
a eary,  aaecaonite — even those without neurolo- @ Fully sprung, adjustable swivelseat 
pits abepcranpha = gical disorders will find it un- Flip up armrests for easy access 
Full range of slings and hamesses. comfortable. @ Up to 40 miles between charges 


People who drool may pro- 
duce more saliva than others. 
Certainly, movements of jaw and 
‘tongue increase salivation, so 
those who have a lot of oral 
movement, such as the involun- 


8 Nationwide installation services by our own @ Costs one third of a penny per mile 


For full f 
information tary movements of athetosis, 
complete tend to produce a lot of saliva. 
and post These people may have dif- 
orca ficulty swallowing it and when 
se they talk saliva is likely to splash 
needed or phone: 0794 522022. on to their clothes and maybe on 
ei eiteiied cists aie | to their listener, causing embar- 
| Please send me free colour brochures on the Wessex range of hoists and slings. | rassment for both. ‘ 
Name Job Tit! er 
| aes | Is there any treatment? at 
arene ‘| Various remedies have been 
| | tried over the years without ACTIVE MOBILITY MEANS SPORTSTER 
foe eee Postcode Tel. | much success. David Wenman end ts 
Post to: Wessex Medical, FREEPOST — no stamp needed, Romsey, While saliva can be reduced g Guild Street Stratford-on-Avon 
| Hampshire SO51 827 cay til iA A a SED Se Ek jae by using drugs, it is important Warwickshire CV37 6RE Tel: 0789 69400 


that the mouth should not be 


Te a4 


Living 


independently 


A brand new 
adapted kitchen 
—and Emmett 
didn’t have to 
lift a finger... 


Karen Wingate discovers 
When Emmett Roberts moved 
into his bungalow in The Spas- 
tics Society’s Neath Hill complex 
in Milton Keynes 2 years ago last 
month, he had never cooked in 
his life. 

Emmett, 37, has cerebral pal- 
sy. He lived in a residential cen- 
tre in Derbyshire for 20 years be- 
fore moving to a more indepen- 
dent life in the one-bedroom 
bungalow, part of a sheltered 
housing scheme for severely dis- 
abled people. 

Until last month he was mak- 
ing do with a microwave to heat 
up the food prepared by helpers 
at the complex. 

Now that he has a brand new, 
adapted kitchen, complete with 
low-level surfaces, hob and a 
sink with lever taps, he can try 
some more adventurous meals. 
The oven, which will sit on the 
work surface, will be delivered 
soon. 

The kitchen was made and in- 
stalled by Buywise of Newport 
Pagnell at the cost-price of 
£1,600, including the oven and 
hob. It was put in in 4 days, and 
Emmett didn’t have to lift a fin- 
ger! 

“There was a kitchen when I 
moved in, but I couldn’t reach 
anything,” he said. “Now I can 
get my wheelchair right under 
the hob and the sink.” 

The kitchen is part of £35,000 
worth of adaptations to the 24 
bungalows of the Neath Hill 
complex in the past year. The 
bungalows were purpose built 
and have plenty of space for 
turning around in a wheelchair, 
wide doorways and level entr- 
ances, but adaptations were 
needed to give the residents 
even more independence. 

Ninety per cent of the work, 
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which included installing hoists, 
radio controlled garages and 
front door locks and low-level 
sinks with lever taps, was paid 
for by the Borough and City of 
Milton Keynes as_ housing 
adaptation grants. As each resi- 
dent in the complex is a tenant of 
his or her own bungalow, they 
qualified for the grants. The Spas- 
tics Society co-ordinated the ap- 
plications and paid for the other 
10 per cent of the work. 

An occupational therapist 
from the local health authority 


“A model of how 
statutory authorities 
and voluntary 
organisations can 
work together” 


decided with the residents what 
they needed, and the council 
agreed to give the maximum 
amount of grant for everything 
that was asked for. 

“It was a model example of 
how statutory authorities and 
voluntary organisations can 
work together,’ said Ron 
Church, manager of Neath Hill. 
“The council is rightly very 
proud of it.” 

Emmett Roberts is also very 


Pure Air 


AT LAST A MULTI-PURPOSE LIFTER 


THE NEW MANGAR BOOSTER! 
PORTABLE 


lifts from floor 
to chair or bed 


AND THE MANGA 


Detachable .. . 


At Home 


bathroom 


BOOSTER BUG! 


For further details CONTACT: Mangar Aids Ltd., 
Presteigne Industrial Estate, Presteigne, Powys. LD8 2UF 


Tel: No. 0544 267674 


Sales Dept. 


Approved by Stoke Mandeville Hospital 
A British Product shown in the Design Centre London. 
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I can get my wheelchair right under the bob.” 
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Charlie Wooding 


proud of his new kitchen. “I 
could never have paid for it my- 
self!” he said. “I get £45 a week 
in benefit and pay £14.85 of that 
in rent. The Spastics Society pays 
for the gas and electricity and for 
the phone rental, but it can be 
tough living on what’s left.” 

It has taken 2 years to adapt 
the bungalow, bit by bit and 
slowly, to his needs. Emmett 
now has a bath lift, which means 
he can take baths more easily. 

Two months ago, a helper at 
the complex rigged up a hoist so 
that he could get in and out of 
bed more easily too. It consists 
of a steel pin in the ceiling with a 
knotted rope attached to it, 
which hangs across the bed. Us- 
ing the rope and arubber grip on 
the bedstead, Emmett can haul 


“Blind and spastic as I am, L actually do want to cook a meal.” 


himself in and out of his wheel- 
chair. “It saves me a lot of ener- 
gy,” he said. “Before I just had to 
persevere.” 

Independence is very impor- 
tant to Emmett. He makes the 
most of the physical abilities 
he has, and does weight-lifting 
to strengthen his legs and arms. 
He has determinedly resisted 
getting an electric wheelchair. 
“I am mobile. I can push myself 
around in my wheelchair with 
my legs. Anyone can just push 
a button.” 

He works as a volunteer for 
The Bakehouse welfare rights 
centre in Milton Keynes, advis- 
ing people with disabilities ab- 
out their rights to benefits. With 
the recent changes in the social 
security system his phone has 
been going non-stop, as he does 
some of his work from home. 

Emmett has also recently been 
elected to the local branch of 
The Spastics Society’s Alpha 
Advisory Committee. He’ is a 
member of the local Labour Par- 
ty and the Milton Keynes Coun- 
cil of Disabled People. 
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“We will not give 
up, even if 

it means going 
to foreign 


manufacturers” 
says Lin Berwick 


Planning for a kitchen in our 
bungalow started in November 
last year — and we are still no 
further forward. 

Because we both work, I am 
not eligible for local authority 
home help. Thinking this would 
also apply to a kitchen grant, we 
went ahead on our own. 

We approached F. Llewelyn, 
the experts in kitchen design for 
people with disabilities. 

Their representative came to 
show us their products and on 6 
January a basic plan was drawn. 

We discovered that no allo- 
wance had been made for a 
washing machine, so it was de- 
cided to do another plan. This 
arrived on 26 January, but when 
we worked out the measure- 
ments we found there was only 
15in for a fridge-freezer. 

In desperation, my husband 
agreed to design the kitchen 
himself. 

We told Llewelyn that the 
whole kitchen design would de- 
pend on which way the side 
opening door of the oven was 
hinged. They said they would 
find the information for us with- 
in a week. Three months later, 
we are still waiting. 


In spite of all this, we agreed to 
buy the Ropox Unit 42 imported 
from Holland through Llewelyn. 
By turning a handle you can ad- 


-just the height of the hob and 
; cupboards, which is an excellent 


idea for wheelchair users — or 

their able-bodied partners. 
When we placed the order on 

3, March, I asked what the total 


“Since 1 in 4 people 
are disabled, couldn’t 
British manufacturers 
address our needs?” 


bill would be. But when the in- 
voice arrived, we found it had 
jumped from just over £855 to 
£1,126, due, apparently, to VAT, 
insurance and import duty. 
When I said that I was exempt 
from VAT, they agreed to. send an 
exemption form. Surely this pro- 
cedure should be automatic 
when a disabled person applies? 

We decided to begin again. 
Luckily enough, we were 


approached bya kitchen fitter 


PREC LULUL TEAK PELE A LTE TEE HSE £42 4UUKERINA PS SARK RIT OA SEES 
i By {5 a - eg aaa - 


ur dreams? 


Lin in her un-adapted kitchen. 


who said that my needs as a blind 
and cp person were no problem. 

He spent 3 hours drawing out 
a plan and told me that finding 
appliances with side opening 
doors and a halogen hob with 
front control panel and click off 
stops presented no difficulty. 

The kitchen estimate came to 
£5,500. When we said this was 
too much they came down to 
£4,800. Four days later it went 
up to £6,300 — because of my 
special needs. ; 

I told them to forget the kitch- 
en and within four days the price 
dropped to £5,100. 

They visited us and gave us the 
model numbers of _ fridge- 
freezer, oven, hob and micro- 
wave. We discovered that none 
of these would have been suit- 
able for me. 

We were then told that we 
could have the kitchen for 
£4,000 if we allowed disabled 
people to be.shown round the 
finished design, but we said we 
would not sign any documents 
until we had seen a kitchen com- 
plete in someone else’s home. 
This proved to be a problem, and- 
we have now given up and 
started from scratch again. 

I have contacted various Brit- 
ish manufacturers, including 
Creda, but no front-switch adap- 
tions to the hob or side-opening 
door to the oven can be made. So 
we have no alternative but to 
approach Gaggenau as it is the 
only company that seems to 
have appliances that meet my 
needs, although the price is very 
nearly a third more than British 


Leon Morris 


makes. 

Since one in four of the 
population are disabled, 
couldn’t British manufacturers 
address themselves to our 
needs? Blind and spastic as I am, I 
actually do want to cook a meal. 

When I approached the Elec- 
tricity Council I was told about 
the braille markings on switches. 
It was the only help they could 


. offer, and it is no use if you can- 


not get near enough to the oven 
door in a wheelchair. 

I am now at the point where I 
feel not only exasperated and in- ~ 
adequate, but I am concerned 
about the extra financial burden 
my disability puts on my-rela- 
tionship with my husband. 

The irony is that if we had real- 
ised grants are not means-tested, 
we might have had some help. 
Now it is too late. 

If I had been less determined, 
by now I would have given up 
the whole idea of independence 
in the kitchen. But we will not 
give up, and even if it means 
going to foreign competitors, m 
dream will come true. bet 
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Make your l ife easier and more comfortable Take a trip to 


midlands naidex 88 


The National Aids for Disabled People Exhibition 
will be held at the National Exhibition Centre, 


Birmingham on 11-13 May. Why not come and try 
out the latest ideas for making your life easier? Our 
4-page pull-out guide lists all the exhibitors to help 
you find your way around. Opening times are 10am 
to 5.15pm, closing at 4.30pm on Friday. 


Bencraft Ltd, The Avenue, Rubery, 
Birmingham B45 9AP. Tel: 021-453 
1055. Stands 385 & 392 
Bromakin Ltd, Unit 1, Falcon 
Street, Loughborough, Leics LE11 
1EH. Tel: (0509) 217569. Stands 
266 & 267 
Carters (J & A) Ltd, Alfred Street, 
Westbury, Wilts BA13 3YB. Tel: 
(0373) 822203. Carters have pro- 
duced a 17 minute video, for hire or 
sale, called Freewheeling about the 
mobility of disabled children. On 
show will be their range of ATS 500 
and Activ wheelchairs, along with a 
full range of powerchairs and scoo- 
ters. Stands 156, 157, 194 & 195 

i er Ltd, Avondale, Fresh- 
ford, Bath BA3 6BX. Tel: (0221) 
223755. Chairpower, the makers of 
the Squirrel, are teaming up on a 
stand with Mobility 2000 and Ever- 
aids, makers of the Turbo power- 
chair for children, to show the adv- 
ances in wheelchair technology. 
There will be a test track for visitors 
to put models through their paces. 
Stands 382-384 & 393-395 
Creamfine Ltd, Dutton Road, 
Aldermans, Green Industrial Estate, 


Make shopping easier with a 


Handyshop attachment from 
Meditech Developments. 


Coventry CV2. Tel: (0203) 610138. 
_On show will be the Eliminator air- 
less cushion tube for wheelchairs. It 
is lightweight and eliminates the 


danger of punctures. Stand 6 
Disablement Services 


Room 112C, Block 1, Government 
FY2 OUZ. Tek (0253) 
856123. Stands 304-306 & 345-347 
DMA Rehabilitation Ltd, Litchard 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend, Mid Gla- 
morgan CF31 2AL Tel (0656) 
57495. Stands 120 & 151 
Gerald Simonds Wheelchairs, 9 
March Place, Gatehouse Way, Ayles- 
bury, Bucks HP19 3UG. Tel: (0296) 
36557. The Charisma, a new light- 
weight chair from the Swiss firm 
Kuschall is being launched at the 
NEC. It is designed to be as manage- 


able and mobile as possible, for _ 


those who want to lead an active life. 
Also on show will be the Swede and 
Quickie wheelchairs and Jay Medic- 
al cushion range. Stands 434-437 
Hancock & Lane Ltd, South March, 
Long March Industrial Estate, 
Daventry, Northants NN1 1 4PH. Tel: 
(0327) 703129. On display will be 
Le Chair, designed to be strong but 
lightweight, making it easy to handle 
and dismantle. Le Chair is available 
in red, white or blue and costs £595 
excluding VAT. Stand 24 

Laflor Wheels/Contimex, PO Box 
94, Uckfield, East Sussex. Tel: (0825) 
722315. Stand 27 
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Linwel Healthcare, Unit 18, Van- 
guard Way, Vanguard Industrial 
Estate, Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 
9QW. Tel: (070229 ) 7388. Stand 90 
Meditech Developments, Lenton 
Business Centre, Lenton Boulevard, 
Nottingham NG7 2BY. Tel: (0602) 
784194. New products on show will 
include Handyshop, an attachment 
for a wheelchair which takes a stan- 
dard supermarket basket to leave 
hands and knees free for shopping, 
and a sunshade and umbrella attach- 
ment. Stand 33 

Mobility 2000 (Telford) Ltd, Tel- 
ford Industrial Centre, Stafford Park 
4, Telford, Shrops .TF3 3BA. Tel: 
(0952) 610329. See entry for Chair- 
power above. Stands 382-384 & 
393-395 

Newton Products, | Meadway 
Works, Garretts Green Lane, Birm- 
ingham B33 0SQ. Tel: 021-783 6081. 
Stands 286 & 287 

NV Distributors, Soothouse Spring, 
Valley Road Industrial Estate, St 
Albans, Herts AL3 GPF. Tel: (0727) 
34255. Stands 256 & 257 
Remploy Wheelchair Division, 
11 Nunnery Drive, Sheffield. Tel: 
(0742) 754724. Stands 122 & 149 
Samson Products (Dorset) Ltd, 
239 Alder Road, Parkstone, Poole, 
Dorset BH12 4AP. Tel: (0202) 
734171. Stands 312 & 313 

T & S Motion and Sport, Potter 
Lane, Wellow, Nr Newark, Notts 
NG22 OEB. Tel: (0623) 835362. 
New this year are 3 lightweight 
wheelchairs, the Custom Lite, Kid’s 
Lite and Rigid Edge, designed for ac- 
tive, independent users. Also the 
latest, improved model of the 
Rowcycle. Stand 73 


a ps 


Batricar Ltd, Tanlaw Park, East 
Street, Chard, Somerset TA20 1EP. 
Tel: (0460) 67681. A new 3- 
wheeled Poweride vehicle is being 
unveiled, with advances in design 
and construction. Also on show will 
be the Step Rider wheelchair and 
Batricar’s other 3 and 4-wheeled 
vehicles. Stand 64 

Booster Electric Vehicles Ltd, 
Newsome Mills, Newsome, Hud- 
dersfield, West Yorks HD4 6LS. Tel: 
(0484) 515511. New options for 
their Town & Country scooter will 
be on display, such as a foot oper- 
ated control for anyone who has dif- 
ficulty with hand controls, a silent 


controller and improved parking © 


brake release which makes it im- 
possible to drive if the brake is in the 
wrong position. Stands 209 & 244 
British Association of Wheel- 
chair Distributors, Grove Cottage, 
Packwood Road, Lapworth, Solihull, 
W Midlands B94 GAS. Tel: (05645) 
3843, and the Electric Vehicle 
Association will share a stand to 
promote their battery labelling 
scheme. Batteries and_ chargers 
which have been tested by EVA and 
found fit for use with eae 
now carry a special label. Stand 
Electric Leisure Vehicles, 17 St 
Georges Industrial Estate, Frimley, 
Camberley, Surrey, GU15 2QW. Tel: 
(0276) 20225. Stands 363 & 414 
Electric Mobility UK Ltd, Sea King 
Road, Lynx Trading Estate, Yeovil, 
Somerset. Tel: (0935) 22156. Stand 
462 


Please note... 
The categories in this listing are 
meant only as a general guide to help 
people find what they want. Many 
manufacturers produce equipment 
.other than that of their category. 
Addresses and <tand numbers are as 
supplied by Naidex Conventions Ltd. 


Before and after Sharon Hall relaxes in a Controller chair from the Spa Collection, Stowaway Furniture 


and Design (right). It gives support without the strapping needed for most wheelchairs (left). 


Everaids Ltd, 38 Clifton Road, Cam- 
bridge CB1 4ZT. Tel: (0223) 
243336. See Chairpower entry 
above. Stands 382-384 & 393-395 
Everest & Jennings Ltd, Prince- 
wood Road, Corby, Northants NN14 
2HS. Tel: (0536) 67661. For the first 
time E & J are running a Disablement 
Advice Shop at Naidex. DIAL, the 
National Trust, Arthritis Care and 
other organisations have agreed to 
provide stands for the shop. Visitors 
will be able to get technical and ser- 
vice advice and there will be com- 
petitions with attractive prizes. 
Stands 206-208 & 225-227 

J & S Services for the Disabled, 
Unit N11, Riverside Industrial 


7 


@ Reclining back available 


he Push Chair that grows 


together with your child! 
@ Folds into flat, neat portable unit : 


@ A combination of 9 seat sizes are available for 
the growing child using the same frame 


@ Easy to steer, very 
manoeuvrable 


@ Attractive colour 


Estate, Littlehampton, Sussex BN17 
5DE. Tel: (0903 ) 723141. Stand 279 


Kensington Traders Ltd, Scaffold-- 


ing Services, Tramore Road, Cork, 
Eire. Tel: 010 353 21961819. Stand 
oe 

Mobility Showcase, 99/99A Ayles- 
tone Road, Leicester LE2 7LN. Tel: 
(0533) 544531. This 2-year-old 
business is exhibiting for the first 
time and will have a range of po- 
wered wheelchairs, scooters and 
mobility aids on show, including the 
BEC Sterling, a new, high-tech scoo- 
ter. Stand 232 

Oldham Crompton Batteries Ltd, 
Ashton Road, Bedbury, Stockport 
SK6 2NQ. Tel: 061-494 1351. On 


display will be their CXL range of 
batteries which are specifically de- 
signed for wheelchair and powered 
scooter users and have the Electric 
Vehicle Association’s certificate of 
merit. Stands 204 & 205 
Ortho-Kinetics (UK) Ltd, Gaffney 
House, Totton, Southampton, Hants 
S$O4 3ZZ. Tel: (0703) 866323. 
Stands 170, 171, 180 & 181 
Raymar, PO Box 16, Fairview 
Estate, Reading Road, Henley on . 
Thames, Oxon RG9 ILL. Tel (0491) 
578446. Raymar Mobility will be 
featuring the Solo, a portable, po- 
wered indoor/outdoor scooter A 
team of experts will be on hand to 


give advice about special require- 


: For further details of this chair 
i 2 1 io and our ae rangeofproducts | 
—_— ; -_, : contact us oday ; 
7 Care Chair Division | 
| L- E J Gattmey Howse | 
I = 190 Commercial Road 
@R & KIN Totton, Southampton SO4 3ZZ 
: (UK) Tel, 0703863629 | 
ORTHO-KINETICS LIMITED 
Name Address : 
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ments and adaptions to electric 
vehicles. Other Raymar divisions 
will show their electronic muscle 
and nerve stimulators and range of 
pressure care cushions and mattres- 
ses. Stand 13 

Sunrise Medical, Fens Pool Ave- 
nue, Brierley Hill, West Midlands 
DY5 1QA. Tel: (0384) 263191. Sun- 
rise will be demonstrating their pro- 
ducts in the Special Event arena. 
Members of the Wheelchair Basket- 
ball Association will give hourly de- 
monstrations in BEC’s new  Sport- 
slite chairs. Among the range of 
chairs and scooters on their stands 
will be BEC’s new Sterling Scoota 
and the Targa electric wheelchair. 
Stands 116-119 & 152-155 

Triaid Ltd, Darnley Industrial 
Estate, 32 Welbeck Road, Glasgow 
G53 7SD. Tel: 041-881 2273. Stand 


Office Centre, 1508 Coventry Road, 
Birmingham B25 8BL. Tel: 021-707 
0770. Stand 12 

Chemspec Ltd, Unit 1, Millmead In- 
dustrial Estate, Staines, Middx TW 18 
4UQ. Tel: (0784) 64023. Stand 449 
Colson Castors (Europe) Ltd, 
Hingley Road, Halesowen, W Mid- 
lands B63 2RR. Tel: (0384 ) 893535. 
Stand 160 

Drummond Electronics Ltd, Unit 
1, Durban Road, Bognor Regis, West 
Sussex PO22 9QT. Tel: (0243) 
868099. Stand 380 

KingKraft Ltd, Roebuck Place, 
Chapel en le Frith, Stockport, 
Cheshire SK12 GER. Tel: (0298) 
812528. Stand 467 

Neubauer GmbH, Postfach 641, 
Venloer Strasse 10, D-4040 Neuss 1, 
West Germany. Tel: 010 0210 
530021. Stand 441 


more easily stored and transported 
knock-down version of the Chester 
Chair will be exhibited. Stands 362 
& 415 
G & S Smirthwaite, Unit 11, Rydon 
Industrial Estate, Newton Road, 
Newton Abbott, Devon TQ12 3RX. 
Tel: (0626) 56973. These specialist 
disabled children’s furniture makers 
will be exhibiting their basic range 
of Conductive Education furniture: 
plinths and ladder-backed chairs, 
plus accessories. Stand 176 
South Coast Hydro Baths Ltd, 
Heaton House, 20-22 Reigate Road, 
Worthing, West Sussex BN11. Tel: 
(0903 ) 504503. Stands 399 & 400 
R Taylor & Son (Orthopaedic), 49 
Woodwards Road, Pleck, Walsall 
- WS2 ORN. Tel: (0922) 27601. 
Stands 370 & 371 


dren and new Play Pack toys, Kirton 
will exhibit their new Merlin chair 
for elderly people. Stands 298, 299, 
351 & 352 

James Leckey Designs, Design 
House, Kilwee Industrial Estate, 
Dunmurry, N Ireland. Tel: (0232) 
602277. Stands 375 & 377 

Parker Care Ltd, PO Box 22, Frog- 
moor, High Wycombe, Bucks HP13 
5DJ. Tel: (0494) 21144. The Parker 
Care range includes  Danish- 
designed made-to-measure seating, 
built with advice from therapists. 
The end product is a “bespoke” chair 
that aims to solve 80 to 90 per cent 
of any seating problem. Stands 314 
& 337 

Polyvoltac UK Ltd, Unit 7 & 8, 
Great Western Industrial Park, Arm- 
strong Way, Southall, Middx UB2. 
Tel: 01-571 2434. Stands 42 & 43 


Ford (PIE) Ltd, 8 Balderton Street, 
London W1Y 2BN.. Tel: 01-493 
4070. Stands 385-388 & 389-392 
Gowring Mobility International, 
The Grange, 18-21 Church Gate, 
Thatcham, Berks RG12 4PH. Tel: 
(0635) 64464. A new car in their 
Chairman range will be launched at 
the exhibition. The new model is 
being kept a closely guarded secret 
until then, but Gowrings promise it 
will have major improvements 
based on feedback from hundreds of 
questionnaires sent to existing 
Chairman owners. Stands 258, 259, 
272 & 273 

P J Evans Ltd, 10-14 Essex Street, 
Birmingham B5 4TR. Tel: 021-666 
6699. Stand 190 

Peugeot Talbot, International 
House, PO Box 712, Bicken Hill 
Lane, Birmingham. Tel: 021-779 


372 Norton Engineering, Alloys Co PERSO. CA Stowaway Furniture and Design 6565. Stands 131, 132, 139 & 140 
Vessa Ltd, Paper Mill Lane, Alton, Ltd, Norton Grove Industrial Estate, Bard Ltd, Pennywell Industrial Company Ltd, 44-46 Bunyan Road, Renault UK Ltd, Western Avenue, 
Hants GU34 2PY. Tel: (0420) Estate, Sunderland SR4 9EL. Tel: | Kempston, Bedford, MK42 8HL. Tel: London W3 ORZ. Tel: 01-992 3481. 
83294. Stands 168, 169, 182 & 183 091-534 3131. Stands 438 & 439 (0234) 854993. On show, their new Stands 206-208, 225-227 
Biss Lancaster. 180 Wardour 4djustable, fully reclining Controller Special Vehicle Designs Ltd, 
REHABILITATION/ Street, London WIV 3AA. Tel: 01- Chair range. Stands 303, 348 & 349. Ravenstone Road Industrial Estate, 
NURSING 43,7 7733. Stands 252-255 AJ Way & Co Ltd, Riverlock House, —_ Coalville, Leicester LEG 2NB. Tel: 
errs Mécannide Se Camherine Coloplast Ltd, Bridge House, Spring Gardens _ Road, High — (0530) 810440. On show will be 
Sieer: neeeice GLI SL. Tel: Orchard Lane, Huntingdon, Cambs Wycombe, Bucks HP13 7AG. Tel: Nippi, the award-winning, moped 


(0452) 500200. Advisors will be on 
the stands to give free consultation 
on all their bathing and lifting pro- 
ducts. Stands 129, 130, 141 & 142 
ASM Medic Aids, Picow Farm In- 
dustrial Estate, Picow Farm Lane, 
Runcorn, Cheshire WA7 4UG. Tel: 
061-794 8426. ASM will show a 
range of home health care equip- 
ment including beds, cotsides, com- 
modes, dining room and bedroom 
furniture and several new designs of 
bath and toileting aids. Stands 365, 
366, 411 & 412 
Bell Johnson & Green Ltd, Tuley 
Street, Manchester M11 2DY. Tel: 
061-223 9144. Stand 427 
Bissell Healthcare Corporation, 
2 Jubilee Avenue, Highams Park, 
London E4 9HN. Tel: 01-531 7241. 
Stands 121 & 150 
Brinmark Ltd, Jackson Road, 
Coventry CV6 4LY. Tel: (0203) 
667576. Incontinence bed and chair 
- pads, range of adult bib and apron 
clothes protectors and their new 
No-Rinse shampoo all on show. 
Stand 369 : 
British Castors Ltd, Golds Green 
Works, Bagnall Street, Hill Top, West 
Bromwich, W Midlands B70 OUA. 
Tel: 021-556 7221. Their micro- 
cellular polyurethene wheelchair 
tyres are puncture-free, yet give a 
cushioned ride almost equal to 
pneumatic ones. Stand 104 
Certified Laboratories, The Swan 


Puncture-free wheels for wheel- 
chairs from British Castors. 


Malton, North Yorks YO17 9HQ. 
Tel: (0653) 695721. Stand 191 

PcP Gratings Ltd, Steetley Indust- 
rial Estate, Bean Road, Coseley, Bil-, 
ston, W Midlands. Tel: (09073) 
75824. PcP make portable, folding 
wheelchair ramps suitable for elec- 
tric or manually propelled wheel- 
chairs. Stand 71 

Rapid Equipment Centre, 138° 
Queens Drive, Childwall, Liverpool 
L15. Tel: 051-722 0304. Stand 463 
Rifton Equipment, ~ Darvell, 
Robertsbridge, East Sussex TN32 
5DR. Tel: (0580) 880626. Stands 
357 & 420 

Rigidization Metals Ltd, Aden 
Road, Ponders End, Enfield EN3 7SU. 
Tel: 01-804 0633. Stand 301 
Roman Spa Whirlpools, 18 Lam- 
ford Gate, Stoke Gifford, Bristol. Tel: 
(0272) 744960. Stand 321 

Roma Medical Aids Ltd, Llandow 
Industrial Estate, Cowbridge, S Gla- 
morgan CF7 7PB. Tel: (04463) 
4519. Their full range of commodes 
and rehab equipment, including 


Tired of a ® 
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anual chair? 


..-make life easier for yourself 


A manual chair is fine when you've lots of energy. But it has its 
limitations. If only you could have the same portability but with the added 
independence of power. Now you can. The Home and Away is the 
answer. Inside or out it’s the ideal all-purpose chair. Weigh up the 


advantages... 


& Small but powerful = Light and folds simply 


= Compact and comfortable. 
® Maintenance-free batteries 


And above all it's very economical to use. The |” 
big plus of the Everest & Jennings name 
means the Home and Away must be a good 
buy. Now youre ready to move up to power. 


THE NEW HOMME 
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The caring company 


PE17 4LN. Tel: (0480 ) 55451. Stand 
338 

Incare Medical Products, 43 Cas- 
tle Street, Reading, Berks RG1 7SN. 
Tel: (0734) 597211. Stand 315 
Molnlycke Ltd, Hospital Products 
Division, Southfields Road, Dunst- 
able, Beds LUG 3EJ. Tel: (0582) 
600211. Stand 18 

Combat Tricycles, Unit 44, Telford 
Industrial Estate, Stafford Park 4, Tel- 
ford, Shropshire TF3 3BA. Tel: 
(0952) 620279. Stand 20 

Rompa, PO Box 5, Wheatbridge 
Road, Chesterfield, Derbys $40 2AE. 
Tel: (0246) 211777. Stand 177 
Supa-Bounce Ltd, Newton Road, 
Harrowbrook Industrial Estate, 
Hinckley, Leics LE1O 3DS. Tel: 
(0455) 636478. Stands 248, 249, 
282 & 283 

Toys for the Handicapped, 76 Bar- 
racks Road, Sandy Lane Industrial 
Estate, Stourport on Severn, Worcs 
DY13 9QB. Tel: (02993) 78820. 
TFH will be displaying their switch- 
es, reward toys and boxes, computer 
soft and hardware, plus several new 
products, including a musical bed. 
Stands 1 & 2 


Bay Jacobsen (UK) Ltd, Auriema 
House, 442 Bath Road, Slough, Berks 
SL1 6BB. Tel: (06286) 4049. Bay 
Jacobsen’s new low pressure, high 
comfort wheelchair cushion will be 
launched at Naidex. Stand 408 

Camp Ltd, Northgate House, Staple 
Gardens, Winchester, Hamps SO23 
8ST. Tel: (0962) 55248. New addi- 
tions to their range are the DHSS 
approved Modular Seating System 
for children of 2-12 with posture 


problems and Danmar Positioning - 


Accessories. Stands 418 & 419 

J Cinnamon (Cintique) Ltd, 
Andrews Road, Cambridge Heath, 
London E8 4RN. Tel:.01-254 1262. 
Stands 251 & 280 

Clinical Engineering Design Ltd, 
Unit 11, St George’s Industrial 
Estate, Richmond Road, Kingston 
upon Thames, Surrey KT2 5BQ. Tel: 
01-546 0358. Makers of the Matrix 
customised ‘body support system, a 
“slung” chair pre-fitted to an adjust- 
able frame. Stand 466 4 
Commercial Services Northern, 
Unit 9T, Askern Industrial Estate, 
Moss Road, Askern, Doncaster DN6 
ODD. Tel: (0302) 700022. Stands 
241 & 242 

Forwood Designs, The Mews, 
Mitcheldean, Glos GL17 OSL. Tel: 
(0594) 542181. Stand 16 
Hemco (UK) Ltd, Unit 17, Llandow 
Industrial Estate, Cowbridge, S Gla- 
morgan CF7 7PB. Tel: (04463) 
3393/94. The CT7 cushion lifting 
chair already meets the proposed 
Government legislation, on fire re- 


tardency and has low voltage con: 


trol circuitry. Stands 199, 233 & 234 


To FREEPOST NAME Jenx Ltd, 72 Hoyland Road, 
Everest & Jennings ADDRESS Sheffield S3 8AB. Tel: (0742) 
Princewood Road, Corby 756312. Stands 294 & 356 
Sass NN Ree Kirton Design, Bungay Road, 
@ FREEPHONE E&.J MOBILITY Hempnall, Norwich, Norfolk NR15 
i TEL 2NG. Tel: (050842) 8411. In addi- 


tion to their Breckland seating sys- 
tem, Jaka table and chairs for chil- 


(0494) 27507. Stands 56 & 57 
MOTORING 


Atlas Conversions, 75 Alverstone 
Road, Milton, Portsmouth PO4 8TG. 
Tel: (0705) 756265. Stands 206- 
208 & 225-227 
Austin Rover, PO Box 41, Long- 
bridge, Birmingham B21 :2TB. Tel: 
021-475 2101. Stands 159 & 192 
Alfred Bekker, The Green, Lang- 
toft, Nr Driffield, North Humberside 
YO25 OTF. Tel: (0377) 87276. 
Stands 74 & 75 
Banstead Place Mobility Centre, 
Park Road, Banstead, Surrey SM7 
3EE. Tel: (07373) 56222. Vehicle 
Space 
Brotherwood Conversions, Sta- 
tion Garage, Yetminster, Sherborne, 
Dorset. Tel: (0935) 872603. The 
Brotherwood Conversion turns Nis- 
san Prairie saloon cars into vehicles 
that can carry a passenger in a 
wheelchair and the rest of the fami- 
ly. There is a a ramp built into the 
rear floor and various safety features 
inside. Conversions are offered from 
£8,800. Stands 210, 211, 222 & 223 
Disabled Drivers’ Association, 18 
Creekside, Deptford, London SE8 
3DZ. Tel: 01-692 7141. Stand 22 


in the city centre. 


. Airport \ f \\ 
Disabled drivers 
Car park: 


How to get to the NEC... 
By Rail: Birmingham International Station, alongside the NEC, is only e 
minutes from London Euston and ten minutes from Birmingham New 


based vehicle which runs on petrol. 
Stands 260, 261, 270 & 271 


There is easy and convenient access from the station to the Exhibition H 
By Road: A motorway network, gives direct access to the NEC from al 
of the country, The M1, M5, M6 and M42 all serve it. Car parking for 13 
vehicles, including disabled drivers, is available within the comple. 
shuttle buses bring visitors straight to the main entrance. 


Camp Therapy’s new modular seating 
can snap into a pushchair (inset). 


l 
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tratford Specialist Vehicles, Unit 
Altbarn Industrial Estate, Revenge 
Road, Lordswood, Chatham, Kent. 
“Tel: (0634) 684465. Stands 228, 
5229 & 230 
Vauxhall-Opel, PO Box’ 3, Luton 
LU2 OSY. Tel: (0582) 21122. Visitors 
to the stand will have the opportun- 
ity to try the joystick steering system 
from Steering Developments in a 
specially adapted Astra, which 
lows disabled people to steer using 
any limb. Also the most recent addi- 
tion to Vauxhall’s 35 model Cavalier 
tange. Stands 196, 197, 236 & 237 
AN Volkswagen, Frankland Road, 
lagrove Industrial Estate, Swindon 
SN5 8UU. Tel: (0793 ) 40231. Stands 
6 


L adjess Vv. 
ding Estat : 
nn, Oxon OX14 IRL. Tel: (0235) 
120. Stands 264 & 265 
Uniscan Ltd, 12 Samson House, 
Arterial Road, Laindon, Basildon, 
ssex SS15 G6DR. Tel: (0268) 
419288. A new Shopper-Trolley will 
be on display which as well as being 
a trolley also has a seat. Also the Glid- 
ef, an all-wheeled walking frame 
which can be fitted with a swing 
_ over tray to convert it into a trolley. 
Stand 451 


oa 

dserve Ltd, Bradley Hall Trading 
Estate, Standish, Wigan WN6 OXQ. 
el; (0257) 425538. Bedside com- 
~ modes, chemical toilet stands, show- 
“er chairs, sanichairs and grab rails 
are some of the bathroom equip- 
ment range on show, along with 
_ overbed tables and walking trolleys. 
tands 300 & 350 
Autumn Mobility, PO Box 18, Old- 
ham, Lanes OL8 1XS. Tel: 061-652 
5492. As well as their Avon, Medway 
and Solent units, Autumn will be 
showing their Medway Square Top 
Base for the first time, for clients 
who wish to use a curtain and: rail 
with their shower base or who want 
-astep-in unit only. Stand 45 
Balsan 3 (Southern), Hazeldene 
Court, Valley Road, Kenley, Surrey 
CR2 5DJ. Tel: 01-645 0759. Balsan 3 
_ is a Germam product that transforms 
any domestic bath into an air mas- 
sage bath, with stress-reducing and 
relaxing effects. Stand 4 
Caradon Mira Ltd, Cromwell Road, 
Cheltenham, Glos. Tel: (0242) 
221221. Stand 376 

Chiltern Medical Developments 
Equipment Ltd, Chiltern House, 
Wedgewood Road, Bicester, Oxon 
~OX6 TUL. Tel: (0869) 246470. 
Stands 214-219 - 
Clos O Mat, 2 Brooklands, Sale, 
Cheshire M33 3SS. Tel: 061-973 
6262. Exhibiting their range of per- 
sonal hygiene products, such as the 
Samoa toilet, which combines 
flushing, warm water washing and 
warm air drying, removing the need 
for nursing in most cases. Stands 
213 & 220 - 
f Medical Etd, Appollo 
House, 34: Church Road, Romsey, 
05 SEY. Tel: (0794) 523455.. 


e, Nuffield Way, Abing- 7 


174: : : 


s’ new Drum and Box Play Packs. 


Their Appollo bath, with its built-in 
seat lift, operated by water pressure, 
recently won a bronze medal for in- 
novation at Europe’s largest con- 
struction industry fair. Stands 402- 
406 

Health & Comfort Ltd, PO Box 15, 
Westbury, Wilts BA13 4LS. Stands 
295-297 & 353-355 

Medic-Bath Ltd, Ashfield Works, 
Hulme Hall Lane, Manchester M10 
8AZ. Tel: 061-205 7495. The com- 
pany. has a range of baths including 
the Mermaid, which offers indepen- 
dent bathing for elderly or disabled 
people living at home. Easier access 
with the new PTA4 transfer chair. 
Stands 43 1-433 

Mountway Ltd, Dan-y-Bont Mill, 
Gilwern, Abergavenny, Gwent ND7 
ODD. Tel: (0873) 831678. Stand 5 


Inva-dex fold-down shower 
seats from] W Swain. 


Parker Bath Development Ltd, 
Queensway, Stem Lane Industrial 
Estate, New Milton, Hants BH25 
5NN. Tel; (0425) 617598. Stands 
289-292 

Shavrin Levatap Co Ltd, 25 Hatton 
Garden, London EC1. Tel: 01-952 
2558: Stands 38 & 39 

J W Swain Plastics Ltd, Byron 
Street, Buxton, Derbys SK17 OLY. 
Tel: (0298) 2365/6/7. The range of 5 
Inva-dex shower units for people 
with restricted mobility are easy to 
install and come with a range of 
seats, grab handles and elbow- 
operated controls. Stands 421 & 
446 

Victor Hoists; The Willows, Win- 
cham, Nr Northwich, Cheshire. Tel: 
(0606) 74959. Stand 28 


House, 31-33 Park Road, Tedding- 
ton, Middx. Tel: 01-977 5474. Stand 
87 

Birmingham Committee for Ac- 
cess, 1 Curzon Street, Birmingham 
B4 7XG. Tel: 021-359 0654. Stand 
105 : 

The Chartered Society of Phy- 
siotherapy, 14 Bedford Row, Lon- 
don WCIR 4ED. Tel: 01-242 1941. 
Stand 175 

College of Occupational Ther- 
apy, 20 Rede Place, Bayswater, Lon- 
don W2. Tel: 01-229 9738. Stand 
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The College of Speech Therap- 
ists, Harold Poster House, 6 Lech- 
mere Road, London NW2 5BU. Tel: 
01-459 8521. Stand 40 

Disabled Living Centres Council, 
383-384 Harrow Road, London W9 
2HU. Tel: 01-289 6111. Stand 268 
The Family Fund, PO Box 50, York 
pat 1UY. Tel: (0904) 21115. Stand 
Foundation for the Communica- 
tion of the Disabled, 25 High 
Street, Woking, Surrey GU21 1BW. 
Tel: (04862) 27848. Stand 76 
Lucas Roberts & Brown, 6 Col- 
leton Crescent, Exeter EX2 4DH. 
Tel: (0392) 55612. Stand 35 
Luxton & Lowe, Regency House, 
107 Hagley Road, Edgbaston, Birm- 
ingham B16 8LA. Tel: 021-456 1106. 
Stand 278 

Masbah Workshop, 14 Court Road, 
Sparkhill, Birmingham B11 4LX. Tel: 
021-771 0380. Stands 358 & 359 
Penton & Smart, 8 Spicer Street, St 


» Albans, Herts AL3 4PQ. Tel: 0727 


40911. Architects specialising in 
buildings, facilities and equipment 
for disabled people. Currently work- 
ing with national charities, councils, 
housing associations, nursing homes 
and individuals in the UK and 
abroad. Stand 250 & 281 

RADAR, 25 Mortimer Street, Lon- 
don WIN 8AB. Tel: 01-637 5400. 
Stands 94-97 

RNIB, 224 Great Portland Street, 
London WIN GAA. Tel: 01-388 
1266. Stand 379 

RNID, 105 Gower Street, London 
WCIE OAX. Tel: 01-387 8033. Stand 
oT 

The Spastics Society, 12 Park Cre- 
sent, London W1N 4EQ. Tel: 01-636 
5020. Stands 7&8 

Strathclyde Regional Council, So- 
cial Work Department, Queen Eli- 
zabeth Building, Glasgow Royal In- 
firmary, Castle Street, Glasgow. Tel: 
041-552 3535 ext 5600. Stand 201 
Talking Books for the Handicap- 
ped, 12 Lant Street, London SE1 
1QH. Tel: 01-407 9417. Stands 54 & 
Bie: 

West Midlands Disabled Club, 
Mosely Hall Hospital, Alcester Road, 


. Birmingham B13 8JL. Tel: 021-449 


1225. Stands 428-430 

West Midlands Regional Manage- 
ment Centre, North Staffordshire 
Polytechnic, College Road, Stoke- 
on-Trent ST4 2DE. Tel: (0782) 
-412143. Stand 246 

Wrekin Council, Telford Opportu- 
nities Centre, Halesfield 14, Telford, 
Shrops TR7 4QR. Tel: (0952) 
588599. Stand 36 

BEDS = 
Centromed Ltd, Brookfield Indust- 
rial Estate, Leacon Road, Ashford, 
Kent TN23 2TN. Tel: (0233) 28018. 
Stand 32 

Huntleigh Technology PLC, Dal- 
low Road, Luton, Beds LU1 1SS. Tel: 
(0582) 4133104. Their range of de- 
vices for the prevention of pressure 
sores has been extended. The 
Alphabed System and Dyson Flota- 
tion mattress will be among those 
exhibited. Stands 82, 83, 88 & 89 

J Nesbit Evans & Co Ltd, Woods- 
bank Estate, Woden Road West, 
Wednesbury, W Midlands WS10 
TBL. Tel: 021-556 1511. A range of 
electrically-operated profiling beds 
will be among Nesbit’s nursing pro- 
ducts. Stand 238 

Theraposture, 4 The Downlands, 
Warminster, Wilts BA12 OBD. Tel: 
(0985) 213440. Stands 330 & 331 
_COMMUNICATIONS/ 
British Telecom, British Telecom 
Centré, 81 Newgate Street, London 
ECIA 7AJ. Tel: 01-356 6570. BT will 
be displaying a wide range of equip- 
ment and services, such as am- 
plifiers, lamp signalling devices, in- 
ductive couplers, cordless and 
mobile phones. Stands 58-62 
Calderglen Computers Ltd, 279 
Keighley Road, Colne, Lancs. Tel: 
(0282) 866481. Stand 398 

Canon UK Ltd, Canon House, Man- 
or Road, Wallington, Surrey. Tel: 01- 
773 3173. Stand 243 

Toby Churchill Ltd, 20 Panton 
Street, Cambridge CB2. 1HP. Tel: 
(0223) 316117. Stand 46 

Hutton Wild Communications, 
63 Charter House Street, London 
SE1. Tel: 01-490 1441. Stand 249 


- Libra (RW) Ltd, Unit 16, Erith Busi- 
- ness Centre, High Street, Erith, Kent 


. CGB Publishing, Bank Chambers, 


' 2? 4 £4 4.4 £4 fie 


DA8 IRT.. Tel (0322) 332725. 
Stand 100 

Modern Vitalcall Ltd, Fringe 
Meadow Road, North Moons Moat, 
Redditch, Worcs D98 ONS. Tel: 
(0527) 67607. Stand 244 

QED Ltd, 1 Prince Alfred Street, 
Gosport, Hants PO12 1QH. Tel: 
(0705 ) 581179. Stands 29 & 30 


Getting Around Magazine, 
Publications, 


660 3333. Stand 179 
National Mobility Guide, 


1209. Stand 93 
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DIA 


Lion Green Road, 


Coulsden, Surrey CR3 2NL. Tel: 01- — 


34 


Stanhope Avenue, Hayes, Bromley, 
Kent BR2 7JR. Tel: 01-462 5924/ 


Sell’s Publications Ltd, 55 High 


Street, Epsom, Surrey KT19 8DN. 


PUBLICATIONS/ 
-PROGRAMMES 


Arthritis Care, 6 Grosvenor Cres- 
cent, London SW1X 7ER. Tel: 01- 
235 0902. Stand 440 


Tel: (03727 ) 26376. Stand 3 


Essex Street, London WC2 3LF. 
01-836 6633. Stands 322, 323, 


& 32% 
BBC — Does He Take Sugar?, hie 
Room 816, Broadcasting House, HOUSEHOLD 
London W1A 1AA. Tel: 01-927 4909. EQUIPMENT 


Stand 178 

Caring, Stanley House, 9 West 
Street, Epsom, Surrey KT18 7RL. Tel: 
(03727) 41411. Stand 84 ' 

Caring Today, Watson Mill Lane, 
Sowerby Bridge, W Yorks HX6 3BW. 
Tel: (0422) 835057. Stand 111 
Central Independent Television, 
Central House, Broad Street, Birm- 
ingham B1 2JP. Tel: 021-643 9898. 
Stands 308-310 & 341-343 


172 & 173 
Cirotex Ltd, 
Road, Netherton, Dudley, W 
equipment. Stand 373 


Estate, Bristol BS2 9XS. Tel: (0 


Come and meet us! 
Disability Now will have a 
stand at the National Exhibi- 
tion Centre, so why not stop 
by for a chat? You can pick up 
an extra copy of the paper for 
a friend, or buy a Disability 
Now mug (£1). Stand 396 


ty of colours and sizes. Their 


safer. Stand 48 


559921. Dycem will be display 
range of non-slip products in a varie- 


Therapy Weekly/Social Work To- 
day, Macmillan Journals Ltd, 4 Little 


Tel: 
328 


British. Gas West Midlands, 5 
Wharf Road, Solihull, West Midlands 
B91 2JP. Tel: 021-705 6888. Stands 


145-148 Northfield 


Mid- 


lands DY2 9ET. Tel: (0384) 241621. 
The company distributes kitchen 


Dycem Ltd, Ashley Hill Trading 
2725 
inga . 


mats 


can be used to anchor plates, cups, 
telephones or to get a firm grip on 
cutlery, door handles, walking sticks 
and so on and to make play areas 


Goldene Designs, 7C Moss Lane, 


Whitefield, Manchester M25 7QE. 


130 Lord Street, Southport, 
Merseyside PRY OAE. Tel: (0704) 
47522. Stand 468 

Community Care, 4th Floor, 
Carew House, Wallington, Surrey 
SM6 ODxX. Tel: 01-661 3500. Stand 
336 

Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, 
London W1N 4EQ. Tel: 01-636 
5020. Stand 396 

R J Dodd Publishing, Fairway 
House, Dartmouth Road, Forest Hill, 
London SE23. Tel: 01-291 6161. 
Stand 200 

Equipment for the Disabled, 
Mary Marlborough Lodge, Nuffield 
Orthopaedic Centre, Headington, 
Oxford OX3 TLD. Tel: .(0865) 
750103. A series of illustrated direc- 
tories of disability equipment pub- 
lished on behalf of the DHSS. New 
titles include Home Management, 
Gardening, Communication, Out- 
door Transport and Wheelchairs. 
Stand 452 


450 


500200. On show will be 
Omnigrip Reacher for anyone 
shower chairs, commodes and 
hoists. Stand 448 


672 7070. Stands 106-108 


22292. Stand 228 


SNUG SEA 


The new flexible posture seat- 
ing system from Ortho-Med, 
developed by rehabilitation 
engineers for children with 
postural problems. Snug Seat, 
with its unique adaptable pads 


that fit into a moulded shell, so 
tailoring each seat to the special 
needs of an individual child. 
This is the only system which 
converts for use in a buggy, as a 
car seat and free-standing, at 
home or in school. Introducing 
Snug Seat: unique, adaptable, 

- versatile. And it looks good, too. 


9 C=) (=) +) 60) 0 (=e eee 
Post to (no stamp required) Ortho-Med, FREEPOST, 


Leo’s Contract Flooring Ltd, 
Preston Old Road, Cherry Tree, 
Blackburn BB2 5LN. Tel: (0254) 


-Tel: 061-796 9367. Goldene will be 
showing the Helping Hand Trolley, 
with adjustable height, which acts as 
a walking frame and eating table. 
Also the Lap Tray which molds to 
the lap to give a level surface. Stand 


The Helping Hand, St Catherine 
Street, Glos GL1 2AX. Tel: (0452) 


the 
who 


has difficulty bending or reaching, 
Slapstick non slip mats, toilet arms 
and Gel Cell seating systems for 


bath 


Homecraft Supplies Ltd, 27 Trin- 
ity Road, London SW17 7SF. Tel: O1- - 


395 


Albert Marston & Co Ltd, Welling- 
ton Works, Planetary Road, Willen- 
hall, W Midlands, WV13 3ST. 


Tel: 


a 


12 


(0902) 305511. A new addition to 
their range of Helping Hand pro- 
ducts will be the Reliable Shower 
Seat, which reaches the edge of the 
shower or bath so that the user can 
slide on, and raises when not in use 
to make a grab handle. Stand 63 
Midlands Electricity Board, Muc- 
low Hill, Halesowen, West Midlands 
B62 SBP. Tel 021-422 4000 ext 
2700. Stands 67 & 68 

Ollerton Hall Decor, Ollerton, 
Knutsford, Cheshire. Tel: (0565) 
50222. A range of Trevira flame re- 
tardent bed linen will be on display, 
plus waterproof covers and inter- 
slips to go between mattresses and 
sheets. Stand 307 

Rolkac Ltd, Unit 16, Enterprise Cen- 
tre Two, Brinksway, Chester Street, 


para | 
Stockport, G Manchester. Tel: 061- North Hykeham, Lincoln LN6. Tel: Stairlift Yorks. Tel: (0602) 396526. Stand31 award winning Silver Rail and Gq@ 
(0522) 500288. Stands 274 & 275 Liberty Lx. Mangar Aids Ltd, Presteigne In- den Rail ‘ stairlifts, tecently i 


429 8477. Stands 49 & 50 


LIFTS) a 
AMP Engineers Ltd, Unit 2B, Port- 
land Industrial Estate, Hitchin Road, 
Arlesey, Beds SG15 6SG. Tel: (0462) 
730443. Stand 458 


Asgo Ltd, 22B Hawthorn Road, Lott- - 
bridge, Eastbourne, E Sussex, BN23. 


Tel: (0323 ) 38228. Stand 455 
Bison-Bede Ltd, Units 11A & B, 
Leadgate Industrial Estate, Consett, 
Co Durham DH8 7RN. Tel: (0207) 
590149. Bison-Bede claim to have 
the strongest stairlifts on the market. 
Their new over-speed governor was 
the first of its type to be tested by the 
Institute of British Standards. Stands 
202 & 203 

Brooks Stairlifts Ltd, Westminster 
Industrial Estate, Station Road, 
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Engineering’s 


midlands naidex ’88 midlands naidex ’88 


Designs for the Disabled Ltd, Kil- 


root Park, Larne Road, Carrickfer- 
gus, Co Antrim, N Ireland. Tel: 
(09603) 68167. Stands 199, 233 & 
234 

Falcon Lifts Ltd, 33 Dulverton 
Road, Witton, Birmingham. Tel: 021- 
326 7404. Stand 426 

W J Furse, Traffic Street, Notting- 
ham NG2 INF. Tel: (0602) 868213. 
Furse will be unveiling the first of 
their “new generation” stairlifts, de- 
signed to replace the popular 185 
model. Stands 66, 112 & 113 
Gimson Tendercare, 62 Boston 
Road, Beaumont Leys, Leics LE4 
IAL. Tel: (0533) 366779. Stands 
127, 128, 143 & 144 

Homestair Lifts, 3 Little Haynoot- 
ing Lane, Maltby, Rotherham, S 


in ee 


dustrial Estate, Presteigne, Po v7 
Wales. Tel: (0544) 267674. Star 
125 & 146 : 
Project & Design, Longbeck Tri 
ing Estate, Marske by, the Sea, Cley 
land TS11 6HR. Tel: (0642) 4848 
Stands 239 & 240, | 
Stairlift Engineering Ltd, Shei 
bridge Mill, Swallowfield, Readiij 
Berks RG7 1PY. Tel: (0734) 883 i 
793787. Their new Liberty LX stal 
lift offers wrap-around arms, ineri 
seatbelt, stairway illumination lig) | 
and unique swivel seat. Runs \ 
straight, curved or spiral s 
Stands 317,318, 333. & 334 
Stannah Lifts Ltd, Watt Close, Ef 
Portway, _Andover, _ Hants. 
(0264) 64311. The Queens Awaff 
exporters will be exhibiting 


designed with help from Conr 


Associates. Stands 123, 124, 1 4 
148, 162-164, 187-189 4 
Terry Lifts Ltd, 6 Wolfe Close, Pa 
| Gate Industrial Estate, Knutsfog 
Cheshire. Tel: (0565) 50377. Tv 
new models will be on show:| 
weatherproofed outdoor version 
the personal lift, and a new hydrauk 
home lift. Stand 231 
Wessex Medical Equipment ‘ 
Ltd, Budds Lane, Romsey, Han 
$Q51 QHA: Tel: (0794) 52202 
Stands 114 & 115 

Dé | 
Alison Homes, Témple Road, B : 
ton, Derbys SK17 9BA® Tel: (029 
2473. Stand 447 84s 4 
Glebe Farm Holidays, Glebe Far 
Charles, Brayford, Nr; Barnstaple, | 
Devon EX32 7PT. Tel: (0598) 824 
Stand 34 
Mar y So | 


fi . 8 Barn, View, Cullode: 
Inverness, Scotland IV1 2EX. Té 
(0463 ) 792825. When finished, Mi 
y Sol will be the first holiday con 
plex in Europe where disabled peq 
ple can buy their own apartment i 
specially designed health and fitne 
centre.. With medical, rehab ar 
therapy facilities all located in Lg 
Christianos; Tenerife, Stand 21 
Melbury Hotel, Cranbourne Roa 
Swanage, Dorset. Tel: (0929 
422477. Stand 344 ! ; 
Winged Fellowship Trust, Angd 
House, Pentonville Road, Londo 
N1 9XD. Tel: 01-833 2594. Sta 

459 


Health at Home, Harmill, Grovet 
ury Road, Leighton Buzzard, Bed 
LU7 88Q. Tel: (0525) 383100. Sta 
7 : ; 
Medi-Goods (Ireland) Ltd, Uni 
D2, Chapelizod Industrial 
Dublin 20. Tel: (0001) 26107 
Stand 15 a 
Medipost Ltd, Unit 1, St John’ 
Estate, Elder Road, Lees, Oldha 
OL4 3DZ. Tel: 061-678 0233. G 
show will be Mullipel fleecy whee 
chair sets, which are flame retardeni 
washable and come in a range of col 
ours. Plus Mullipel slippers, foot p 
tectors and mittens for wheelchz 
users. The company also mak 


| 
} 


For your free copy of 
British Telecom's Guide to — 

vas Equipment and Services for 
17 Disabled Customers 1988 — 
_ contact your local » 
me - BT Sales Office: ae 
, ° The address and telephone :s 
~ numberis inthe Phone Book 

or dial 100 and ask for . 


FREEFONE TELECOM SALES 


PO Box 70, Armscote, Stratford 
upon Avon CV37 8JS. Tel: (0608 


. 


_ feels firm but moulds to 
_ the user. Stand 177 


of 


ees 


p 
% 


Lane, High Wyco mb = 
Bucks HPI12 3HE. Tel: (0494) 
_ 30555. Stands 99 & 101 ; 
18 Regent Street, Notts NG1 5BQ. 
Tel: (0602) 474011. Stand 77 


buSsSc, 


Fs 


a: 


Qantel House, St James Mill Road, 
Northampton NN5 5JW. Tel: (0604 
587091. Stands 78 & 80 . r 
Techno Vision Systems Ltd, 

Birch Barn Way, N ton NN 


Action for 
Disabled Customers | 


School, The Green, Ruddington, 
Notts NG11 6HH. Tel: (0602) 
847879. Stand 102 } 


$e eH KET ELE FI S PK EE 


SAS feet SS ee 


ing the sea, swimming pool 
drotherapy pool is often 
d because we feel self- 
ious about how we look in 
suit. Finding one that is 
ing and fashionable is very, 
rtant. ; 
ple with disabilities may 
ave to bear in mind other 
— that limited movement 
uscle power can make get- 
g dressed or undressed har- 
*, especially when they are 
; that a stoma or bladder di- 
sion demands a costume that 
uceals the bag and that figure 
sularities from scoliosis or 
tectomy will need to be 
mouflaged.. 
Today’s swimwear is usually 
ide of very stretchy nylon/ 
‘ra fabric which makes dres- 
g and undressing easier. 
‘casionally a cotton/lycra mix 
ised for women’s wear which 
ty be more comfortable, 
ugh less stretchy. 

Halter necks or strapless styles 
1 eliminate’ the problem of 


le smart cover-up. Rosita 
iarpe (top right) in fuschia- 
nk cotton shorts, £7.50 and 
-ordinated ; shirt, _ £12.50, 
the Marks & Spencer teen- 
range — useful for:shorter 
ople; Paul Hancock in 
stract-print cotton swim- 
gg trunks S, M, L, £13, and 
-size t-shirt S, M, L, £7 from. 
| geal range. 


lotted by the pool — and 
|ypreciated by the boys — Pippa 
ellis in a navy-and-white lyc- 
| strapless suit with optional 
alter strap, £1999, and 
ichelle Alflatt in the bikint 
irsion,* “£16.99. A spotted 
Wwer-up shirt is available, 
a9, 


lustom-made for special needs 
jelow). Pippa’s yellow, lycra 
tit with white frill, cut high 
nder the arms, is suitable for 
‘oliosis or a mastectomy. From 
21.50. Michelle’s royal-blue 


vera suit with front detail will 
isguise a stoma or diversion 
m £21.50) as will Paul’s 
ight-weight boxer-style trunks, 
(15.60. Casal Swimwear, Par- 
ge Farmhouse, Barford 
ane, Downton, Wilts SP5 3PZ. 


lichelle’s Mickey Mouse giant 
otton t-shirt can also be used 
is a beach cover-up, nightshirt 
wr over jeans, £10. Pippa’s red/ 
vbite striped stretch cotton suit 
las a fro 
7S beach towel, £9.99. 


nt fastening, £13.99. M. 


slipping shoulder straps or get- 
ting straps up over stiff shoul- 
ders. (Strapless styles now stay 
up very well; people’s fears of 
being let down are really quite 
groundless. ) 

Men’s conventional trunks are 
not the easiest things to remove 
after swimming. The latest 
fashion swimming shorts are a 
big improvement, although 
being made of fairly heavy cot- 
ton they may be heavy when 
wet. The lighter fabrics used by 
Casal and other swimwear spe- 
cialists for those with special 
needs avoids the problem. 

This year, swimwear ranges 
include co-ordinating cover ups 
and beach wear — ideal if you 
want to sit out in something 
other than a swimsuit, prevent 
sunburn or avoid getting too 
cold when the British sun sud- 
denly disappears. 

People with disabilities may 
burn more easily than others be- 
cause they do not get the same 
opportunities for gentle tanning 


Aseeret 
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et into the swim this summer! 
ay Jenkins selects up to the minute beachwear, mainly from Marks and Spencer, and offers advice. Students from 
mas Delarue School in Kent model the clothes beside the school pool 


day in, day out, or because their 
skin is sensitive to sunlight. 

Manufacturers of sun lotions 
are now much more geared to 
the harmful effects of too much 
sun and code their ranges to in- 
dicate the level of protection: 
from 1 for minimal protection to 
10 for a total sun screen. There 
are also stick blockers to protect 
very vulnerable areas, such as 
the nose. (M & S do a range. ) 

The sun’s rays can penetrate 
several feet of water, so swim- 
mers should either choose a 
water-resistant sun cream and 
apply it regularly or swim wear- 
ing a T-shirt or cover up. 


Ginny Jenkins is clothing advis- 
er at the Disabled Living Found- 
ation. 

If you cannot find the right 
thing for yourself in the shops, 
the Clothing and Footwear 
Advisory Service at the DLF will 
try to help. Send an SAE to 380- 
384 Harrow Road, London W9 
2HU or telephone 01-289 6111. 


Let-down for Paul? Rosita (below). in a shoulder-fastening, towelling 
cover-up, £14.99. Paul in cotton “surfing” swimming shorts, £10. 


130 


= Leon Morris 


Farham Ahmad sports “cast- 
away” patterned separates in 
turquoise/multi cotton from 
the teenage range, £10 each. 


RELIEF FOR 


BACK SUFFERERS 


NAME 


Adjustable bed is designed 
for those who find it impossible 
to get a good night’s sleep ona 
conventional bed. 


By the touch of a button the 
Contour bed can be adjusted to 
any position and assists towards 
peaceful sleep. It is particularly 
beneficial to those suffering 
with arthritic, rheumatic, 
respiratory and mobility 
problems, etc. 


® Single, double or dual twin 
models 

® Cordless remote control 

® Fire resistant mattress 

@ Vibro-massage option 


ADDRESS 


Postcode 


* 24 2uu © 


Tel No. 


~ 
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The Miracle 
Worker 


There will be few people to 
whom the name Helen Keller 
means nothing, even if the com- 
plete Keller life story is not famil- 
iar. The impact of this famous 
American woman must have left 
its mark on many. 

William Gibson’s The Miracle 
Worker is showing at the West- 
minster Theatre, London until 
11 June. It depicts only one 
short, though vitally important, 
episode in Helen’s life in 1887 
Alabama: a month when Annie 
Sullivan struggles to reach 
through to this blind, deaf-mute 
child, and eventually brings her 
knowledge and communication. 


Gibson’s script concentrates 
on breakthrough, but not only in 
the Annie/Helen, teacher/pupil 
relationship. 

The Keller family have com- 
munication problems too and 
Helen’s father, Captain Keller, 
continually subjects Annie to his 
misogynistic comments. 

Annie’s stamina, gained 
through her own suffering, 
allows her to overcome the pre- 
judice of her employer and suc- 
ceed with Helen when the family 


UPWARDLY MOBILE 
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@ SIMPLE @ SAFE @ ATTRACTIVE @ COMFORTABLE @ 
ASGO LIFTS END THE FRUSTRATION OF BEING UNABLE 
TO WALK EASILY UP AND DOWNSTAIRS 
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could only treat her as a pet and 
indulge her tantrums and des- 
tructive behaviour. 

In treating Helen as a seeing 
child and making no allowances 
for her, Annie can open up the 
world for Helen to see in her 
own way, whereas Captain Kel- 
ler insists there must be com- 
promise because Helen can’t 
see. But then “She'll live up to 
your expectations” says Annie 
Sullivan. (Hildegard Neil plays 
Annie and brings the essential 
depth to the role.) 

The Miracle Worker is not a 
political piece; it is as much ab- 
out the taming of a wild child 
and family life as about disability 
per se. 

I question, too, the politics of 
the director, who apparently did 
not audition many actresses with 
visual or hearing impairment for 
the part of Helen. 

The added dimension of per- 
sonal experience cannot help 
but give depth to such a charac- 
ter. 

Having said that, the illusion 
was convincing and Daryl Back 
as Helen gave an engrossing per- 
formance. ; 

The most brilliant and memor- 
able scene was the spoon- 
throwing session — the fury and 
frustration shot through Helen’s 
arms as she hurled spoon after 
spoon around the dining-room 
in protest at being taught to use 
cutlery not fingers at mealtime. 


Unfortunately, the point at 
which Gibson ends his play is 
just where the real interest be- 
gins. All the way through, the 
huge implications of language 
for Helen are hinted at. The cli- 
max leaves the audience with a 
sense of anti-climax after being 
allowed a glimpse of the import- 
ance of words and nothing more. 


Complementary Health 
Therapies — a guide for 
nurses and caring pro- 
fessions 

edited by Denise F. Rankin-Box 
(Croom Helm, £10.95) 


Denise F. Rankin-Box, herself a 
nurse with a particular interest 
in complementary therapies, has 
compiled an extremely informa- 
tive, and I feel, long overdue 
book. 


As well as the better known 
therapies, such, as acupuncture, 
yoga and massage, the book has 
chapters on many less well- 
known ones including shiatsu, 
applied kinesiology, irodology 
and social skills. 

While there have been numer- 
ous books and articles written 
about each of the therapies in- 
cluded, Denise Rankin-Box 
actually attempts to “marry” the 
holistic approach with Western 
medicine. 

The contributors to this book 
are all practitioners in their re- 
spective fields, and in each chap- 
ter the authors set out to de- 
scribe the philosophy behind 
the therapy, and its application 
within health care and nursing. 
At the end of each chapter the 
reader will find a recommended 


“ Camp Rookwood 
Modular Seating 


CRMS a versatile, adaptable, adjustable 
seating system. Offering you a custom finish, 
using simple pre-formed modular components. 


@ Age range 2-12 years. 
@ Short fitting and supply times. 


@ Fits a wide range of bases 
(wheelchair, buggy and Cloudsley Frame) 


@ Features a unique toilet seat option 


@ Manufactured from A.B.S. fire retardant 
plastic. 


LC] Please send more information on the CRMS 
XC Please arrange for a sales representative to call 


Name 

Position 
Hospital/Practice 
Address 


ren EE CE? ee 
. Now please post — no stamp needed to — 
Camp Limited, FREEPOST, Northgate House, 
Staple Gardens, Winchester, Hants SO23 8ST 
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Hildegard Neil as Annie Sullivan and Daryl Back as Helen Keller. — 


‘sults of the communication 


“] 


We are never shown the 


breakthrough or even told thai 
Helen learned speech. ! 
The weakness of Gibson 
script lies in the narrowing of h 
scope. His focus on family ten 
sions which many can relate to 
only partially redeems it. be 
Ellen Wilkie 


reading list and comprehensivi 
references. ; 7 

From beginning to end, Com 
plementary Health Therapies is 
brimming with information, ant 
it is written in very explicil 
terms for easy reading. I fully r 
commend it for any person wh¢ 
is interested in broadening thei 
approach to caring. ‘ 


Carol Housemaa 
Booklets and guides : 


Opening the Town Hall Door 
is an introduction to local gov: 
ernment by Jane Hutt, a county 
councillor with a particular i 
terest in social services. 
book explains how local gove: 
ment works, how decisions ar 
reached and _ suggests ho 
groups can most effectively lo 
by their council for fundin: 
Published by Bedford Squ 
Press, it costs £4.95 and is avai 
able from bookshops or Harpet 
& Row Distributors Ltd, Estovet 
Road, Plymouth PL6 7PZ. 
Equipment for the Disabled is 
a series of publications which is 
regularly revised and updated. 
The 6th edition of Wheelchairs 
has just been published and th 
‘first editions of Gardening an 
Home Management were pu 
lished last year. Each book c 


_ £4.50 + p&p. For a complete list 


write to Equipment for the Dis- 
abled, Mary Marlborough Lodge 
Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre 
Headington, Oxford, or phone 
(0865) 750103. ag 


LOOK OUT FOR. . .~ 
The Royal Opera House 

extra wheelchair spaces at cer- 
tain performances this season. 
These are: Ondine, Frederick 
Ashton’s ballet about a, water 
sprite who falls in love with 4a 
mortal, 27 May and 2 June; The 
Knot Garden, Michael Tippett’s 
modern opera, 3 May; Peter 
Grimes, Benjamin  Britten’s 
famous opera, 1 June, and Verdi’s 
version of Macbeth, 14 June. 
Tickets are &7 for a wheelchair 
space and &7 for an escort seat. 
Bookings by post only. erat 


forms and details for the rest o 
the season are available from 
Camilla Whitworth-Jones, Royal 
Opera House, Covent Garden, 
London WC2E 9DD. : 


past 14 years Wolfgang 
has been teaching crea- 
yvement to people with 
and: learning handicaps. 
nits of this work were on’ 
month at Riverside Stu- 
ndon, when ‘the inte- 
Amici Dance Theatre 
y (made up of Stange’s 
) staged a haunting pro- 
1ickblick. . oT 

owerful piece of dance/ 
the title of which means 
shback”, focusses on the Ger- 

‘artist Kathe Kollwitz, who 
tified strongly with the Ger- 

man working class and depicted 
heir struggles in her art with 
de and passion. 

The performance began with 
— appearance of. “Death”, 
aced by Julian Moss of the 
ndon Contemporary Dance 
Theatre. The part of Kollwitz 
vas danced with feverish energy 
by Hilary Beard, who in beauti- 
fully choreographed sequences 
bk the audience through her 
ly life and, relationships with 


gmohan Plah still has a day job 
}an engineer, but he may not 
eed it for long. i cbhssiceas 
As plain Jag Plah, he won the ~ 
cond City Limits New Variety 
Act ofthe Year at London’s Hack- 
y Empire last month, was 
oked on the spot for Friday 
ight Live, and at the age of 30, 
Ow Sees the offers pouring in. 
* Acting at school in South West 
yndon and a local PHAB club 
yentually got him in touch with 
Richard Tomlinson, who took 
fiim on Graeae’s first amateur 
, before the company turned 
professional in 1983. 
Members of Graeae, tired of 
ying to stop Jag acting the fool 
ring rehearsals, suggested he 
id so on stage. They went ahead 
nd booked a venue, then told 
im to knock a show together. “I 
Greg McNeil 


lag Plah: best new act. 


ust told every blue joke I knew 
ind went for it,” says the irrep- 
tessible and __ self-confessed 
show-off. 

_He had very little success in 
the 6 or 7 shows which followed 
until cabaret compére John Heg- 
ey saw him in Revue 88 at the 
Watermans Arts Centre earlier 
his year and suggested he have a 
Stab at the City Limits competi- 


On. 
_ “This was my first real audi- 
ence. People coming to Graeae 
were doctors, occupational ther- 
apists — people with an interest 
in disability. But I was at the 
kney Empire as an entertain- 
PES wWET IS FE 6 a oo hs 


ae a 


her husband, sons and the State. 
The whole piece pulsated as 
the 35 dancers created with the 
minimum of props (a length of 
gauze, a wooden stick) scenes 
from beer taverns, prison camps, 
birthday parties and battle-fields. 


- Toward the end the atmosphere 


was electrifying as Kollwitz saw 
herself with other mothers sear- 
ching for the remains of her sons 
in the war-torn trenches. 

The company move with feel- 
ing and discipline. They are tight 
as a drum in the large group 
pieces yet retain a tremendous 


Jag-on-the-Box 


er with nothing to do with dis- 
ability, and I won as an entertain- 
er. It was too big a prize to give 
away on sympathy. Besides, after 
several years, you learn to tell 
when people feel sympathy for 
you.” 

In the audience was Juliette 
Blake, associate producer of Fri- 
day Night Live, the main show- 
case on British TV for stand-up 
comedy. Her professional opin- 
ion of Jag is: “Brilliant. A very 
talented comedian with ex- 
tremely good timing. Although 
he introduces the fact that he’s 
disabled into the act, he doesn’t 
rely on it.” 

She admits that the FNZ pro- 
duction team were worried ab- 
out the reaction a disabled act 
might receive, because of the 
rarity of such occasions, but 
praised the host Ben Elton for a 
“good, non-patronising — link”. 
“Jag was very well received by 
the studio audience,” she said, 
“and, judging by the number of 
phone calls Channel 4 got after- 
wards, by the audience at home 
too. ’'m sure he'll be on TV 


again.” 


Jag now has an agent and is 
talking to a writer who might 
help extend the range and scope 
of his material. 

He is also rehearsing the lead 
in the Integrated London 
Shakespeare Company’s Richard 
HT. One reason for the choice of 
play is because last year able- 
bodied actor Anthony Sher play- 
ed the part on crutches. “He was 
doing it to show off what he 
could do — isn’t he clever on 
sticks! I don’t need to show off, 
the sticks are just there, part of 
me.” 

Why do alternative comedians 
swear such a lot? “I swear on 
stage to shock people into think- 
ing ‘wow, he’s human after all.’ 
People have this cardboard im- 
age of disabled people, that they 
_dress nicely, they’re always smil- 
ing, they don’t swear, they don’t 
lust and they don’t have sex. 
Well, have I got news for them!” 

Another tradition of stand up 
comedy is the Heckler. “The 
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The pride and passion of Kathe Kollwitz inspires Amici’s dance of death, war and class ericele, 


warmth and humour through- 
out. It is obvious that they trust 
each other completely and their 
joy of dancing fills their every 
movement. 

It is impossible to pull out in- 
dividual performances in_ this 
type of work. However, one mo- 
ment that will stay for me for 
some time was the duet between 
Kollwitz and her dying son Pe- 
ter, emotively danced by Chris 
Collins. The ease with which he 
lifted her into the air and draped 
her over his lap was. breath- 
taking — 2 people became one. 


Jill Posener 


Fusing dance with live music 
(Danny Kingshill on cello and 
Kate Portal on vocals) and 
theatre (Voldi Gailans’ staccato 
dialogue ), is achievement 
enough. But to also include a 
large integrated cast and fill a ma- 
jor London venue is much more 
than an achievement, it is a 
triumph. 

The production was complex 
and beautiful, challenging and 
moving. If the way forward in the 
arts is integration, then Amici is 


- our leader. 


Ashley Grey 


Julian Marshall talks to Britain’s newest stand-up 
comedy talent about how he got The Big Break 


only heckling I’ve had so far is 
from disabled people accusing 
me of rocking the boat. In an in- 
stitution, they’re made to feel 
grateful towards the able-bodied 
people who look after them. 
Some of the audience thought 
‘hang on, he’s not doing us any 
good upsetting the people who 
look after us.” 

Jag enjoys the power that 
being on stage gives a performer. 
“On stage you can confront peo- 
ple with your disability. They 


can’t turn away and you have | 


control over them because only 
you know what’s going to hap- 


pen next. 

“My comedy looks like I’m tak- 
ing the mickey out of myself, but 
I'm actually exploiting the able- 
bodied person who is dealing 
with me. As a disabled person, I 
know what they think of me, so 
I've actually got one up on 
them.” 

With so many irons in the fire, 
he sees no reason why his having 
cp, which impairs his speech 
slightly, should hamper his 
career. “If Rambo can make it, 
why can’t I? Can you understand 
Rambo? What the hell is he on 
about?” 


FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
OUR DOORS HAVE BEEN 
OPEN TO CHAIRBORNE 

PASSENGERS. 


Please send full colour brochures of new and used FREEPOST, Thatcham, 
Ford, Austin Rover, Vauxhall, Renaultand Nissan perks RG13 1BR. Tel: 0635-64464 
or dial 100 and ask for 
“FREEPHONE GOWRINGS” 


© Mobility 
comm: INternational 
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discontent 


As far as disability programmes 
were concerned, Good Friday 
was good in quantity, if not in 
quality. 

Raspberry Ripple (BBC1, 1 
April) was based on an idea by a 
disabled person and featured 
many genuinely disabled actors, 
some of whom had prominent 
roles. The script made some 
swipes at institutional life, but so 
light-heartedly that it didn’t 
make much impact. The play was 
more about asserting oneself 
than the rigours of institutiona- 
lisation or disability. 

Of the genuinely disabled 
actors, Nabil Shaban was un- 
doubtedly the best. As the sneak 
bugging people’s rooms and 
sending anonymous tapes to the 


| 
Gregory in a wheelchair. 


matron, his role called for char- 
acter acting. Ellen Wilkie, as one 
of the residents, had a fairly 
prominent role which was well- 
acted, but it was very close to 
Ellen’s own character, I felt. 

However, our hero was played 
by the non-disabled John 
Gordon-Sinclair. Really, it was 
Gregory, from Gregory's. Girl, in 
a wheelchair. 

The most misplaced member 
of the cast was Faye Dunaway. 
Ironically, it was her presence 
that enabled the production to 
be financed. Maybe one day we 
will have a play that is neither 
bitter-sweet nor tongue-in- 
cheek, which emphasises the 
viewpoint of someone with a dis- 
ability. 

The same day saw Children 
of Courage (BBC1), repeated 
from last year’s Children in Need 
Appeal. All the stories were well 
worth telling. 

What worries me is this acco- 
lade “courage”, and the status of 
heroism that goes with it. Most 
people in these children’s situa- 
tion have little choice but to deal 
with life as it presents itself. Also, 
while an adult might consider 
giving in, children are much 
more matter-of-fact and that op- 
tion probably never occurs to 
them. If any of them would deny 
having courage (and surely 
some would ), this is not modes- 
ty, but simply how they view 
things. 

Disability is too easily brack- 
eted with courage, making mere 
existence and common aspirfa- 
tions heroic acts. Should TV en- 
courage this? 

An Edinburgh Odyssey 
(ITV, 3 April) was about a group 
of mentally handicapped people 
preparing for a production of 
Homer. The film was about the 
people, not the show, so it is dif- 
ficult to judge the quality of the 
performance. But the film was 
entirely from the viewpoint of 
the performers themselves, giv- 
ing a more direct insight into 
their experiences. Excellent. 

Chris Davies 


Le 
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YOU'LL HAVE LITTLE 
» TROUBLE ADJUSTING TO THE 
VAUXHALL BELMONT. | 


=. The seat belts can 
be individually altered 
for height and driving 
position. 


4. More headroom than 


[ee Please send me more information about Vauxhall 


| Motability schemes. (Please tick box) 


| NOVAL] ASTRA BELMONT] CAVALIER[ | 
Name 

| Address 

Postcode 


Vauxhall Motors Limited, Route 6480/S11, PO Box No. 3, 
Berne: Beds. LU2 OSY. 


pe ae 2 a ons/ea_| 


} 


its nearest competitors. 


Z@.. 82% all-round 
visibility. 


£3. The driving seat can not only move 
back and forth, but also up and down. 
(An optional extra on the Merit.) 


‘Allow us to introduce to you the rest of 
the Vauxhall Belmont. 


You will find it more than accommo- 
dating. Especially as the front doors: open 
to a 65° angle. 


A low loading lip offers easy access to 


the largest boot in its class, 19.4 cu. ft. no less. 


However, should the occasional load 
prove too unwieldy, 60/40 folding rear seats 
will no doubt provide ample space. 


Up front, power steering and even 
automatic transmission are available on 
some models. 


And with the Merit starting at just 
£6,544, you'll have little or no trouble 
adjusting to the price either. — 


4. The steering wheel can 
move through 20° to the most 
comfortable angle. (Optional 
extra on some models.) 


G. More front 
legroom than its 
closest rivals. 


VAUXHALL. ONCE DRIVEN, FOREVER SMITTEN. 


(re) VAUXHALL IS BACKED BY THE WORLDWIDE RESOURCES OF GENERAL MOTORS.CAR ILLUSTRATED BELMONT MERIT. PRICE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS, INCLUDES CAR TAX AND VAT. DELIVERY AND NUMBER PLATES ARE EXTRA. 


OBITUARY 


jlive Jermain 
rst heard about Clive when I 


ad some newspaper articles at 
time of the first showing of 


Lpis television play, The Best 


ars of Your Life. ‘ 
He had sent the autobiog- 
phical script to the BBC, keep- 
\ing from them that he had can- 
cer. He didn’t want that know- 
dge to influence those who, in 
\the event, accepted the play for 
\proadcast. It was a frank and 
ywerful study about coming to 
erms with an illness that is;one 

‘society’s last great taboos. _ 

| Clive became a news story, 


the charity Search 88 con- 
inued to be a news story. 

| A great deal has been written 
\about him in the last couple of 
) weeks — his courage, his positive 
Vattitude to his: illness and the 
legacy of inspiration to others he 
has left behind. 

| I can personally testify to 
live’s astonishing determina- 
on and optimism, which was 
) and still is a very powerful exam- 


and his work for cancer sufferers . 


ple to others. His Christian faith 
had a lot to do with it. 

This newspaper, if no other, is 
the place to put on record one 
thing that Clive thought was 
very important, that he was 
working for up to his death and 
that has gone unmentioned in 
the general press: his determina- 
tion to change negative attitudes 
to disability, particularly 
through television. 

Clive became involved in the 
disability programme One in 
Four after a treatment for a 
documentary arrived on my 
desk. Written by Clive, the sub- 
ject was the stereotyping of dis- 
abled people in the media. 

Clive believed that television 
could educate able-bodied peo- 
ple like myself out of our ignor- 


-ance, our prejudice and our in- 


difference. He also believed that 
disabled people should use tele- 


_vision to talk to each other and 
‘to help each other. 


Clive’s one great unfulfilled 
ambition was to be the first dis- 
abled news reader on BBC tele- 
vision. Maybe one day some- 
body reading this will achieve 
that goal in Clive’s memory. 

CH 


WHAT'S ON 


‘Conferences and leisure 


| 14 & 21 May from 12-5pm. £10 waged and £1 unwaged. 


A, tel: 01-263 6200. 


| 
(0 792) 471270. 


| 


| are organised by The Women’s Therapy Centre and help with trans- 
| port is available. For details send SAE to 6 Manor Gardens, London N7 


New Technology: its potential for handicapped people is a con- 
ference and exhibition on 20 May at Brondeg House, Swansea. There 
| will be exhibitors from around the country and workshops on the use 
| of new technology. The conference registration fee is £4 for profes- 
sionals and £2.50 for people with disabilities; entrance to the exhibi- 
| tion is free. Contact Haroon Saad on (0792) 41579 or Brian Perfect on 


fhe impact of recent legislation on disabled people is the theme 
of The Spastics Society's London regional conference on 12 June at 


| Westminster Cathedral Conference Centre. Further details from Paula 


on 01-672 9944 ext 55535. 


9 8ND, tel: 073-782 2221. 


Courses at Castle Prio 


residence £20. 


| feet, legs and balance. 18-20 May. 


Hewitt or Paula Coleman on 01-387 5505. 


| The Implications of Caring is a one day conference on 8 June 
organised by the Pyschiatry of Mental Handicap section, St Georges 
Jospital Medical School, London. For full details ring Barbara Preston 


National Citizen Advocacy are organising a conference on 9 June in 
central London for people interested in setting up advocacy schemes. 
Write for more details to the National Citizens Advocacy Alliance, 2 St 
Pauls Road, London N1 2QR or phone 01-359 8289. 


tondon Media Workshops are running a programme of 1 and 2 day 
courses in writing and directing for television, video and radio, and 
yriting for the press. Fees vary from £49.45 to £103.50 a day accord- 
ing to the subject. There is a discount for people from registered 
sharities. South East Arts Association is offering some part bursaries to 
\ people living in Kent, Surrey and East Sussex and the workshops are 
\ accessible to disabled people. More details from LMW at 101 King’s 
Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 5BQ, fel: (0474) 64676. 


Share Music in Action are running a course in Music, Dance, Move- 
ment and Drama specially designed for people with physical disabili- 
ties from 23-30 July, at Crabhill House, Redhill, Surrey. Course fee is 
$120 which covers full board, tuition and use of all facilities. Further 
information from Richard Stilgoe, North Park Barn, Godstone, Surrey 


The Child with Cerebral Palsy in School - for teachers/educational 
advisers concerning the special needs of these children in various 
settings. 16-18 May. Tuition £56. Residence £50. Non-residence £20. 


Aspects of Treatment & Care of Children with Cerebral Palsy - 
Tuition £53. Residence £49. Non- 


| The Basic Motor Pattern - for physiotherapists, teachers, occupa- 


j 
| iona 
| I 


e, Recreation & Sports 


tical workshop open to all 


therapists, care staff, nursery nurses and others. 20-22 May. 
| Tuition £53. Residence £49. Non-residence £20. 


in Day and Residential Services - is 
those interested in helping people 


disabilities to maximise the use of their leisure time. 14-17 June. 


ingford, 


—# —as 


F urther information from Castle 
Oxon, OX10 OHE. Please 


Priory College, Thames Street, Wal- 


enclose SAE. Tel: (0491) 37551. 
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Share Your Problems 


With Margaret Morgan 


More 
problems 
halved 


The topic covered in my March 
column, “There are others in the 
same boat”, seems to have struck 
a chord with many readers. I re- 
ceived letters and telephone 
calls from people facing the 
same problems, and from those 
with other problems that they 
would like to share. 

I also ‘had offers of advice and 
help, including two on stress in- 
continence from Austria and 
London, which I was able to pass 
on to Anna’s mother. 

It was interesting to learn that 
many problems cross the bar- 
riers of age and disability. 

The mother of a four-and-a- 
half-year-old girl with cerebral 
palsy said that her daughter had 
had a gastrostomy (making an 


opening directly into the sto-/ 


mach) when she was two, be- 
cause she had extreme difficulty 
swallowing. Since then life has 
been transformed for both of 
them. Now they can think about 
food, not about the agonies of 
eating and drinking. She would 
advise any parents of children 
with this particular disability to 
take the doctor’s advice and 
have the operation done sooner 
rather than later. 

A lady with multiple sclerosis 
also wrote saying how much she 
understood and empathised 
with the very embarrassing and 
frightening experiences of being 
unable to chew or swallow, with 
the choking that so often fol- 
lowed. 

I was able to put both these 
correspondents in touch with 
the young woman who had writ- 
ten the original letter, so I hope 
they will be able to share ideas. 

Another letter came from a 
lady who has thalamic pain in 
her arm, following a stroke. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Applications for bursaries are | 


invited from hearing-impaired 
students who are starting study 
or training in England or Wales 
from September 1988. The bur- 
saries are available to help with 
books, course fees, equipment 
and so on. Applications must be 
received by 1 July and should be 
addressed to The Peter Green- 
wood Memorial Trust for the 
Deaf, Thorn Park School, Thorn 
Lane, Bingley Road, Bradford, 
West Yorks BD9 ORY. 


The Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (IEE) are running 
their 3rd award for inventions 
which help disabled people. The 
prize is £6,000 and the inven- 
tion must be demonstrably use- 
ful to disabled people. The 
award is only given to indi- 
viduals, not to companies or 
organisations. Closing date for 
entries is 31 May. For further in- 
formation contact Christine 
Dagnall, The IEE Press Office, 
Savoy Place, London WC2R OBL, 
tel: 01-240 1871, ext 272. 


Sainsbury’s Good Neighbour 
Scheme is giving donations to 
community groups who work 
with mentally or physically 
handicapped people. Individual 
stores will sponsor local groups 
and donations will range from 
£100 to £250. Branches will 
welcome applications. 


_ This correspondent feels, as 
Jackie Keirs does, that no one 
really understands or cares ab- 
out her condition and none of 
the treatments have been suc- 
cessful. She had heard of some 
research being undertaken into 
thalamic pain and I was able to 
put her in touch with the Pain 
Relief Foundation in Liverpool. 
A new cry for help to other 
parents facing similar problems 
comes from this mother, who 
first telephoned Lin Berwick. 


“Our son is now eleven and 
he has cerebral palsy. He has 
two older brothers, one of 20 
and the other of 16. 

I suppose we have spoilt 
David, as he is the youngest 
and needed a lot of my time, 
especially when he was 
younger. But now we have a 
real problem and we don’t 
know how to deal with it. 

David has become most 
aggressive and has bouts of 
violence when he is very des- 
tructive and out of control. 
Until recently he only had 
these tantrums at home, but 
now he has the occasional 
outburst at school as well. It 
is difficult to know why he 
gets so worked up, though he 
does seem to find being 
handicapped more frustrat- 
ing as he gets older. 

My husband and [are at our 
wit’s end and we feel there 
must be other parents who 
have faced and managed to 
overcome some of these dif- 
ficulties. 

I read about sharing prob- 
lems in Disability Now, (in- 
cidentally, the March 1988 
issue was the first copy I had 
ever seen), so I thought I 
would contact you to see if 
you knew of any parents with 
similar challenges with 
whom we could talk things 
over. I feel there must be 
some suggestions and tips 
that they could pass on to us 
about how to deal with David. 


A 


It would also be helpful to 


know if children grow out of 
these tantrums or if they get 
worse during adolescence.” 


This is indeed a situation that 
many parents face, to a greater or 
lesser degree, and I am sure 
there will be some who will be 
able to tell how their son or 
daughter was encouraged to 
overcome these outbursts. 
Professional advice and help 
are very important, though, as 


there may be physical as well as >- 
- psychological 


and emotional 
reasons for this extreme be- 
haviour. 

Talking frankly with teachers 
and therapists is also essential, as 
a consistent approach is usually 
the most constructive one i 
these circumstances. Children 


“and adolescents can be very 


manipulative and playing off one 
set of people against another is 
common at this stage of develop- 
ment. 

If any parents or professionals 
have advice or information that 
they can pass on to David's pa- 
rents, do please write.to me, C/o 
Disability Now, and I will send 
your letters on to them. 

I shall also be glad to know of 
any other problems — or solu- 
tions — that readers would like to 
share with others. ° 


If you feel it would be helpful -+ 


to talk them-over on the tele- 
phone first, do ring Lin Berwick. 
She is available on Mondays from 
1pm to 5pm and on Thursdays 
from 6pm to 10pm. Her tele- 
phone number is Hornchurch 
(04024) 58325. 


lite 
nna French receives ber medal from Princess Alexandra (left) while 


her sister Gillian and daughter Britt look on. . 


PEOPLE 


Anna French, a film-maker and 
writer, has been awarded the 
Bish medal by the Scientific Ex- 


ploration Society for her 
“achievements in the face of 
adversity”. 


The SES is the parent organisa- 
tion of Operations Drake and 
Raleigh, and Anna was one of 
180 people chosen from Canada 
in 1978 to take part in Operation 
Drake. 

Although she had lost a leg 
through bone cancer, Anna 
spent 32 months in the Pana- 


manian jungle working with 


the local people, sometimes on 


aerial walkways 120 feet up in 
the rain forest canopy. 

Colonel John Blashford-Snell, 
after whose father the Bish med- 
al is named, said that on the ex- 
pedition Anna had “in spite of 
her disability, worked better 
than people with all their limbs 
and was an inspiration”. She has 
since set up Operation Raleigh in 
British Columbia. 

Anna, who has now had can- 
cer 4 times, lives in Vancouver 
with her husband Michael and 5- 
year-old daughter Britt, and co- 
runs a film company which she 
helped found. 


os 
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HOLIDAYS 
THORNBURY HALL HOTEL, Churnet 
Valley. Specialised facilities for all disabi- 
lities. Companion service available (no 
extra cost) to allow all the family to en- 
joy themselves. Conference facilities and 
study/craft courses available on request. 
Colour TV in all bedrooms, single rooms 
available. Games room. Hotel stands in $ 
acres of ground amidst beautiful coun- 
tryside. Prices from £21.50 a day ful 
board. For a brochure contact Thorn 
Bury Hall Hotel, Lockwood Road, Kings- 
ley Holt, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs ST1@ 
2DH, tel: (0538 ) 757220. z 

FOR SALE 
ELECTRICALLY OPERATED CHAIRE 
Extends fully to reclining position. Cost 
$1,000, less than 1 year old. £600. West 
Midlands, tel: 020-333 2493. 


AUSTIN METRO 1.3 AUTO. 1982 Y-rege 


Only 12,000 miles. With hand controls 
and autobility wheelchair conversion. Fi- 
nance available. A.I.D Vehicle Supplies. 
Tel: 01-645 9010/9019. : 


WESSEX SLIMLINE chair stair lift. £600 
or best offer. Tel: 01-659 9232. 


CARAVAN ADAPTED for wheelchair. 
1985 CI Sprite Finesse, 12 feet. Two 
berth. Widened door, ramps. Awning, 
fridge. £1690 ono. Previous use only as 
charity information caravan. Details: 
Chest, Heart and Stroke Association. Tel: 
(0480) 413280. 


USED CARS from £3,000. For a selec- 
tion of new and used Chairman cars con- 
tact GOWRINGS MOBILITY INTERNA- 
TIONAL. “Travel in your wheelchair ‘in 
your ear”. Dial 100 and ask for Freephone 
Gowrings. 


Equal Opportunities Officer 
(Curriculum): Ref A248/DN) 


SALARY UP TO £15,609 (Inclusive) 


As part of its commitment to:equal opportunities, PNL is seeking to 
appoint a second Equal Opportunities Officer to assist in the imple- 
mentation and evaluation of equal opportunity policies which are 
being developed throughoutthe Polytechnic. This post is specficall 
concerned with educational issues, curriculum on student staal 
matters. 
PNL is generally considered to be in the forefront of many equal 
opportunities initiatives related to its role as an educational . 
provider, an employer and.a community resource. The Officers in 
the Equal Opportunities Unit will take a leading role in con- 
solidating developing and monitoring practices | diene ok the 
Polytechnic and make a major input to the work of the Equal 
Opportunities Committee. 
The main duties of the post will be to offer support to relevant 
parties in the anaiysis and development of curriculum and teaching 
methods; monitoring of student profiles; assistance with equal 
opportunities training development and production of information 
bulletins. 
Candidates should have a sound educational background, prefer- 
ably to graduate level and a proven track record of research into 
equal opportunities or educational curriculum issues. Familiarity 
with the higher education sector is essential, together with know- 
ledge of the educational and community goals of a modern, inner 
city Polytechnic and its clients. 
The Unit is funded initially for a two-year period and would there- 
fore be suitable for the secondment of those already in higher 
education sector. The post is suitable for job-sharing. 
=) Application forms and further pariiculare are available from 
Bf The Personnel Office, The Polytechnic of North London, 
| Holloway Road, London N7 8DB. Telephone 01 609 9913 
_ (24 hour answering service). 

Closing date for receipt of applications: 13th May 1988 


P-N:L 


THE POLYTECHNIC OF 
NORTH LONDON 


We are an Equal Opportunities Employer 
and seek to recruit from the whole 
community. 


A Centre where people with disabilities 
are working together to develop ourown 
resources and to change attitudes and 
existing services to better meet our 
needs. 


Sessional Activity Staff 


We are seeking a number of people to head small groups of 
disabled people in social, leisure or educational activities. 


Our current programme varies from drama to local history, 
music to indoor bowls. Can you help us do more? 


We would particularly welcome applications from people with 
- disabilities (registered or unregistered) and from people who 
speak one or more of the major ethnic minority languages. 


The rate of pay is £9.89 per hour, and your contract would be 
2 to 4 hours per week, initially for three months. 


No particular qualifications are needed, simply an interest or 
hobby which you could share with others. 


Please write specifying activities you could lead, with full 
Supporting information to 


_, Richard Howitt, 
Coordinator, 
Waltham Forest Disability Resource, 
1a Warner Road, 
Walthamstow, London E17 7DY. 


For an informal discussion first, please ring on 01-5208347. 
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CLASSIFIED 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS/ 
SCOOTERS/BATTERY CARS. All makes, 
models wanted and for sale. Nearly new, 
hardly used from half price. Demonstra- 
tions and collections. Free advice. All 
areas. Contact Mr Gibbons. Tel: 021-357 
4965 anytime. 


MINI CLUBMAN AUTOMATIC with 
hand controls. Raised roof for passenger 
in wheelchair. V-reg. MOT to March 89. 
£1,500. Tel: 01-948 1874. 


EVEREST & JENNINGS wheelchair, 
lightweight, folding, self-propelled. 
Nearly new. Also new body muff and 
shopping bag. Cost £375 new. Offers, 
please. Pavitt, tel: (0306) 885922 (day); 
(07374) 3837 (evenings). 


AUTOLIFT BATHING CHAIR, raises 


user and’swings them over and into bath. : 


Suitable for assisted, or mnon-assisted 
bathing: 3 years old} £400 new. Want 
£200: Fel 01-730 0389. 


ADLER ARABIC/ENGLISH — golfball 
typewriter. £500 ono. Tel: 01-241 3287. 


OLIVETFI E.T. COMPACT 60 typewri- 
ter. Plus KT60 memory cartridge, storing 
7500 characters, plus 2 extra daisy 
wheels. New February 1987. £200. Tel: 
01-609 0583. 


BEC SUPA SCOOTA, battery operated, 
range of 15 miles. £650. Tel: (04023) 
753335 


WET &.DRY POOL, 9’6” X 16”. For use 
with water or plastic balls. Made by Hes- 
tair Hope as part of their totally soft play 
environment range. Current price 
£950+Vat. Will accept offers around 
£400. Tel: Anne Bennett, Stockport Spas- 
tics Society, 061-432 1248. 


DUDLEY POWER PLUS electric wheel- 


In March, 40 readers 
generously donated a total 
of £390 to Disability Now. 
Thank you to: 

MrJ Bebbington, Edinburgh 

Mrs E Bentley, Liverpool 

E Brearley, Barwell, Leicester 

J Brocklehurst, Macclesfield 

Mrs F Burnett, Wragby, Lincoln 

Mr PF Caves, Lutc1 

Mrs IM Dilnot, Bri; hton 

Mrs C Gilbert, Harrow, Middx 

Mr LK Green, N rt, Gwent 

JM Hall, Otley, W Yorkshire 

MrsJ Henderson, Stockport 

Mr KJ & MrsE A Heritage, Reading 
Ms C Hodgson, Appleby in 
Westmoreland 

Mr & MrsRD Holt, Walsall 
Housing Advice Switchboard, 
London WC2 

Mr LR James, Harrow, Middx 

Mrs D Lowndes, Alton, Hants 

IR Lundie, Tavistock, Devon 

Miss J Marsland, Sale, Cheshire 
Mrs J Mathews, Hunters Bar, Sheffield 
Mrs K Meredith, Billinge, Wigan 
Mole Valley & Epsom Spastics Group 
Mr GM Petty, Airdrie, Lanarkshire 

} Mrs L Pollard, Buckley, Clwyd 

i Mr BG Pritchard, Newport, Gwent 
| Mr R Robertson, Mitcham, Surrey 
Rolac Ltd, Stockport, Cheshire 

| Sparky Project, Save the Children 
Fund, Glasgow 

Mrs LShingler, Hartley, Plymouth 
Mrs J Small, Shortlands, Bromley 
Mrs E M Smith, Birkenhead 

Miss R Smith, Woodhouse, Sheffield 
MrsI Turner, Peterhead 

Mr Glenn R Watts, New Market, 
Suffolk 

Miss L Young, Sandy, Beds 

and five anonymous supporters 

To join them, please 

send your cheque or postal 
order (made out to 

The Spastics Society ) to 
Gayle Mooney, Room 2B, 
Disability Now, Freepost 

12 Park Crescent, 

London W tE 3FB. 


| I would like to donate &..... 4 
\ to Disability Now : i 
Sire eae Macnee { 
F ADDRESS RARE ! 


MEYRA OUTDOOR electrically p 


chair. Used 18 months. New tyres. New 
elled wheelchair c/w charger. In ge 


batteries. £1,400 new. Bargain £600. 


Very good condition. Tel: (0923) condition. £900. Offers consider 
247269. Phone Mrs Blundell on 01-204 7273, 
9 


NATIONAL ORGANISER 


The ASSOCIATION OF CINEMATOGRAPH, TELEVISION | 
AND ALLIED TECHNICIANS seeks applications for the post — 
of NATIONAL ORGANISER for servicingthe Laboratories 
and Non-Broadcast Video/Audio Duplication Division. 


It would be desirable if applicants had relevantexperience, _ 
and the post requires a commitment to the trade union ’ 
movement. k eet. ahi : a 
A.C.T.T. is amequal opportunities employer and applications 
are welcome regardless of race, ethnic origin or sexuality. We - 
are committed to increasing employment opportunities for 
people with disabilities, and although these jobs are open to 
any applicant, applications from people with disabilities will be. 
particularly welcome. 


Further details of the post and an application form can be 
obtained from ; 

Alan Sapper, General Secretary, A.C.T.T., 111 Wardour 
Street, London, W1V 4AY, Tel: 01-437 8506 Exts. 240/228. 
Closing date for receipt of applications — Friday, 13th May, © 
1988. : 


oe : L3 3 


a age : & i i 
Required - Disability Awareness Trainer 
As part of Leicester City Council’s positive action programme for people with 
disabilities, we wish to train recruiters to increase their awareness of the 
abilities of disabled people, and of the opportunities ‘available to help people 
overcome their disabilities at work. a ec ca ae 
We are looking for individuals who have personal knowledge or direct 
experience of disability and who are able to use this experience to work with 
people in exploring these issues. Seters og : 

Experience of working in a training situation would be of benefit, as would 
an understanding of effective recruitment procedures. This initiative is part of 
our overall Equal Opportunites approach so those taking part must also be 
aware of the issues effecting all disadvantaged groups and how these inter- 
relate. 
The successful candidate(s) will be employed on a contractural basis for the 
direct training undertaken - an estimated commitment-of 2 days per month 
over, initially, a six month period. 321 eee: £3 

We see this as an important initiative inswhich thesuccessful individual(s) 
will play a key role in opening-up opportunities for disabled people. If you. 
believe you have the skill and commitment necessary to undertake this work, 
please submit a letter of application no later than Monday 13th Sune 1988 
to: eins : ; 
Director of Personnel and Management Services 

New Walk Centre 

Welford Place 

Leicester LE1 6ZG 


Applications should indicate your relevant experience and interest in this 
work. Before final selections are made, short-listed applicants will be invited 
to make a short presentation of thier ideas on the format of the training. 


Leicester ( City Council 


Disabled Living Foundation 
380-384 Harrow Road 

London W9 2HU. 

tel: (01) 289 6111 


Development Officer 
Information Resource Packages 


A suitably experienced and/or qualified person is sought for 7 
hours a week to develop information packages on disability for 
specific professional groups. The successful candidate should 
shave an appreciation of market research and be able to work on 
Own initiative. ah hi j 


Saiary: £11,061 (inc London Weighting) prorata 


Further information and application form available from: 

The Director’ s Office ij ; 1 
Assistant Adviser ° 

Clothing and Footwear Advisory Service 


The Clothing and Footwear Advisory services of the DLF seek to — 
enable people with disabilities, their carers and any other interested _ 
party to obtain information on all aspects of clothing and footwear 
for people with special needs. 


A suitably qualified/experienced person is required for 10.S.hours — 
per week (initially) to assist in the general work of the Service and — 
to start to develop specific areas. ; 

% 


F 
= 


Salary: NIC Scale 24-28 - starting at Pt 24 - £11,061 (inc London — 
Weighting) pro rata. . J 
Further information and application form available from: ‘ 
The Clothing Adviser. ies : 
The DLF Is an equal opportunities employer in all respects. a . 


+ 


~ Development and Research Officer (London+ East Regions) 
E Alpha Advisory Committee 


Scale 5 (£8,988-£10,191) plus car loan and allowance 
1 fete Se ee The Spastics Society's Advisory Committee of people with 
rebr pa Siete = Zz = 3 : P3 


he Committee wishes to appoint a fourth Alpha Development and Research Officer covering the 
don and East Regions of The Spastics Society. This new post will be based at the East Regional 

fice at Letchworth. ‘ha eg ae 

fhe Development and Research Officer's role is to put into practice the aims of the Committee, and 


fe are looking for aman or woman with a physical disability, probably due to cerebral palsy. The 
psuc essful candidate should have organisational ability, and be able to manage their own work 
without close supervision. Community development or group work skills would be an advantage. 
The post will involve considerable travelling, evening work and weekend work and periods away 
om home. 
erms and Conditions of Service include generous car loan scheme and contributory pension 
ieme. 4 ‘ox fylo : 
For further details and an application form, pléase contact David Hanson, Regions Services 
janager, The ics Society, Daresbury Hall, Daresbury, Warrington, WA4 4AG 
0925 74 653). Closing date 20th May 1988 > é 


| THE SPASTICS SCCIETY 


3 An Equal Opportunity Employer 
: 


Chief Executives it 

Leicester City Council is committed to ensuring that its Equal : 
Opportunities Policy works in practice and the Women’s Equality Unit 
was set up two years ago to help achieve this. 
We are looking for two workers who are willing to bring to a team 
environment their own life experiences, strengths and preceptions. 


For both jobs you will need to appreciate the needs of women 
especially Black women, women. with disabilities, lesbians, single 
parents and working class women. 
_ You will also need to:-~ 
have an understanding of issues of importance to Black women 
have had experience of being involved with women’s groups 
be abl fo communicate clearly \and sensitively 
be able to work on.your own initiative and organise yourself 
be committed to working as’part of team 
have.ah ‘understanding of how Council'services affect women 
be able to’ deal with conflict‘and to work under some pressure 
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Eo 3 2 it 
ze" pat wit Se: Seth 

BE hy : 5 : 
Women's Equality Officer Oz ; 
Salary £11322 - £12075 Post No. C131 5 
As part 0 the Council’s commitment to employ more 
people with disabilities, this post will be reserved for 
disabled applicants only, on this occasion. 

This job involves helping to develop Council policy and encourage 
good working practice on matters affecting women and assisting in 
consulting with women. i 
We are looking for someone with a good general education. and an 
understanding of the breadth and complexity of the discrimination 
faced by women in employment_and training. You will need to be 
able to research, draw conclusions and put information into a clear 
written form. Some evening and weekend work will be required. 


Women’s Equality Officer 
Salary £11322 - £12075 Post No. C138 


This is a new job which arises from the Council’s commitment to 
dealing with complaints quickly, effectively and sympathetically. The 
= job will involve dealing with a wide range of complaints alleging 
= sexual discrimination and harassment from both women employees 
=: and members of the public. 
We are looking for someone who can offer emotional and practical 
support to women and who has had experience of dealing wtih 
complaints of any nature within a Voluntary Organisation, a Trade 
Union, Local Government or similar organisation. 
You should be able to negotiate sensitively and effectively and to put 
arguments clearly both in writing and orally. You will also need to be 
able to exercise considerable discretion and tact. 
A place may be available at The Workplace Nursery for 
employees with children 6 mths - 5 yrs old. 
- Where relocation is necessary, expenses to a maximum of 
plus approved removal costs, together with help in 
finding temporary housing accommodation, are available. 
Application form (returnable by 20th May 1988) and further 
details from Director of Personnel and Management Services, 
New Walk Centre, Welford Place, Leicester LE1 6ZG. Tel (0533) 
549922 ext 7099. 
As part of the City Council’s commitment to an Equal Opportunity Policy, 

jc f marital status, sex, race, : 

isabled an interview if %& 

suitably qualified and/or experienced. Job sharing applications are welcome for %& 


all jobs. 
Leicester a3 City Council 


n particular to assist in the development of Alpha Committees and groups at regional and local levels. 


CLASSIFIED 


FIND A FRIEND 

SOUTH AMERICAN woman, 28, with 
cp, wants penfriends. She works in a lib- 
rary and is studying philosophy. Her 
mother-tongue is Spanish but she speaks 
English. Lives in Bogota, Colombia. 
Please write to Box No 520, Disability 
Now, address on page 20, marking en- 
velopes Private and Confidential. 


DISABLED MAN with cp, 33, would like 
to correspond with young lady between 
the age of 25 and 34. I have a car and my 
interests are reading, occasional writing, 
voluntary work, watching sport, meeting 
people and going to the theatre. I enjoy 
listening to music and am very interested 


in commercial radio. Please write to Box - 


No 519, Disability Now, address on page 
20, marking envelopes Private and Con- 
fidential. 


FEMALE, 19 YEARS, wishes to corres- 
pond with any young males of similar 
age. Disability no object. Looks unimpor- 
tant. Sense of humour a must! I am an 
animal lover, particularly dogs and cats. 
In my spare time I enjoy reading and 
writing long letters. All letters will be 
answered. So come on. Get your pens 
working. ['m waiting for you! Please 
write to Box No 518, Disability Now, 
address on page 20, marking envelopes 
Private and Confidential. 


‘QUIET 60-YEAR-OLD widow, caring 


for my cerebral palsied (20 year-old) 
son, living in Bp Auckland in Co. Durham 
area, with little social life, would like 
someone special, or just a friend to write 
to, will answer all who care to write. 
Please write to Box No 521, Disability 
Now, address on page 20, marking en- 
velopes Private and Confidential. 


TALENTED DESIGNER for multi- 
disciplined company. Must have 


qualifications and experience in dis- 


ability design and architechtural or 
interior. Send CV to Ray Pinder, 
OPUS 3 DESIGNS, 297 Old Kent 
Road, London SE1 5JL. 


ACTION FACTORY NEEDS A FULL 
TIME COMMUNITY CULTURAL WORKER 
For more information please 
send a large SAE to:-_ 


Action Factory Community Arts 
c/o The Fusebox 
J.D.0.,Jubilee Street 
Blackburn.Lancs. BB1 1ET 


Wage Level: £9.500-£10.000 p/a- 
Closing Date: 18th May’88. 
A Lancashire County Council 
North West Arts Development 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


ull ti se. September 1988 — 
December 1989 
RESIDENTIAL CARE OF 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE 


—for staff working in schools, hostels or 
similar establishments under local 
government or independent control. 


j Further details from above address as soon as 
‘ possible. 


‘OPEN ACCESS’ TO JOBS 


As the largest City Council in the country and by far the biggest 
employer in Birmingham, we employ over 50,000 people, and 
regularly have 2 number of vacancies of all types and at all 
levels — manual, craft, office, technical and managerial. 

The present make-up of our workforce does not reflect the 
community it serves. In order to help us change this, we 
particularly welcome more job applications from women and 
men with disabilities, who are under-represented in many areas 


of work. 


Interested? . .. then make sure you see our weekly Jobs Bulletin 
which lists all of our current vacancies. It can be seen at all Job 
Centres and Neighbourhood Offices in Birmingham. Selected _ 
vacancies also appear in every Thursday's Birmingham Evening 
Mail. If you live outside the City, you can obtain this week’s Jobs 
Bulletin by ‘phoning 021-235 3852 during office hours. 


fee SS 


The City Council welcomes applications from all sections 
/4j aeee ity, respective of race, colour, gender, 
sexuality or disability. 
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SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 


CLEANERS 

£2.96 per hour 

Do you have a disability? 

We are specifically seeking people with a disability to undertake 
light cleaning duties at our Disability Resource Centre in Warner 
Road, Walthamstow. 


ae are 10 or 15 per week, negotiable between Monday and 
riday 


Waltham Forest is a multi-racial area and we are anxious to 
ensure that this is. reflected in our workforce. We welcome 
applications from people regardless of race, colour, creed, 
ethnic or national origin, age, disability, marital status, sex and 
from gay men and lesbians. 

Please quote ref P1350/DN 

Application forms and further information from Director of 
Social Services Municipal Offices, High Road, Leyton, London 
E105QJ Telephone 01-539 3089 — 24 hour answering service. 


Closing date: 23rd May 1988 
Waltham 


wiz 


oresiL. 


COMPULSORY COMPETITIVE TENDERING 


To meet the challenge imposed by the Governments new 
regulations on tendering for the supply of services we need to 
appoint:— 

» (a) COUNTY CLEANING MANAGER 
£17,310—£19,050 pa plus car allowance 
Allthe County’s cleaning operations will be combined under a 
new manager. The scale of operations covers some 1000 units 
and involves an annual budget of around £10m. The job 
embraces schools, colleges, Social Services establishments, 
Libraries, offices and Fire and Police premises. Responsibility for 
both client and direct service provision functions. 


(b) COUNTY CATERING MANAGER 

£18,909-£20,805 pa plus car allowance 

There are some 1000 units providing a variety of catering 
services throughout the County. The bulk of these are schools 
and colleges but Social Services establishments and staff 
restaurants are also included. The annual turnover is 
approximately £15.3m. Responsibility for both client and direct 
service provision functions. 

The above two posts carry Assistant Director status, the County 
Cleaning Manager being located in the Property Services 
Department and the County Catering Manager is in the 
Education Department: —~ 

These jobs demand a high level of professional competence, 
managerial skill and considerable experience of large scale 
competitive operations. You must be able to demonstrate an 
ability effectively to communicate with clients and trade unions. 


(c) INFORMATION/PUBLICITY OFFICERS 

Two posts — Grade SO1/2 £11,322-£13,173 pa 

Two posts — Scale 5/6 £8,988-£10,887 pa 

Experienced support staff with public relations and publicity skills 
are needed to help explain the Council's policies and improve 
public understanding of the impact of compulsory competitive 
tendering. 

(d) TRAINING OFFICERS 
‘Grade SO1/2 £11,322-£13,173 pa 

Scale 5/6 £8,988—£10,887 pa 

Training will play a key part in the Authority's compulsory 
competitive tendering strategy. Individuals are required with 
training/communication skills who can develop and deliver 
awareness packages and other aspects of training related to 
CCT including health and safety. 

The posts concerned with Information/Publicity and Training will 
be subject to a three year contract. 

Applications will be particularly welcome from women, 
ethnic minorities or disabled people who are under- 
represented at these levels in the Council's service. 
Application forms and further particulars including details 
of relocation scheme where appropriate are available from 
John Bonham, County Personne! and Acting Management 
Services Officer, Derbyshire County Council, County 
Offices, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 3AG or by telephoning 
Tracey Wilson on Matlock 580000 extension 6933. 


. Closing date for all posts— 9 May 1988 


The Council's policy is that all people receive equal treatment 
regardless of their sex, marital status, sexual orientation, race, 
creed, colour, ethnic or national origin, or disability. 


DERBYSHIRE 


County Council 
Supports Nuclear Free Zones 


o,© 2 +9 
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Ethics of 

new brain 
operation 

questioned 


The announcement that a re- 
volutionary treatment for Par- 
kinson’s disease, first used in 
Mexico, is now available here, 
has upset pro-lifers. 

Professor Edward Hitchcock, 
of Birmingham University, 
announced last month that he 
has implanted brain cells from 
foetuses spontaneously aborted 
between 6 and 9 weeks into the 
brains of a 41-year-old man anda 
60-year-old woman suffering 
from the disease. They have 
already stopped taking drugs 
prescribed before the operation 
and have shown dramatic signs 
cf recovery. 

Conservative MP Sir Bernard 
Braine has asked the Govern- 
ment to outline where it stands 
on the issue and David Alton has 
said the experiment was “using 

“an unborn child purely for spare 
parts.” 

Professor Hitchcock believes 
his critics are confusing 2 sepa- 
rate ethical issues: society con- 
dones abortion in some cir- 
cumstances, he says, and what is 
done with the foetus is another 
matter. 

The transplanted cells raise 
the production of dopamine, a 
chemical that carries messages 
between cells. After the first 2 
Mexican operations, both pa- 
tients regained the ability to 
write, dress themselves and walk 
without limping. Their muscles 
became less rigid and they trem- 
ble much less. 

The technique may be used to 
treat other degenerative dis- 
eases such as Alzheimer’s disease 
and Huntington’s chorea. Poss- 
ibly, the foetuses used in Profes- 

“sor  Hitchcock’s — operations 
could be replaced with cells 
grown in the laboratory. 


9 
Dont forget! 
If you would like DN on tape or 
disc (5” BBC “B”, Amstrad CPC 
6128), contact Gayle Mooney 
on 01-636 5020 ext 244. Both 
tape and disc are still free. 
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Anneka Rice, who is well known for dashing about in helicopters, 
helped to launch The Spastics Society's new fund-raising venture last 
month with a display of aerobatics. Anneka “looped the loop” in a 
light aircraft at 130mph. The idea is that anyone over 16 can have a 
free flying lesson with the opportunity to loop the loop if they get 
themselves sponsored for £95, which will go to help provide greater 
opportunities for people with cp. Full details from The Spastics Soct- 


ety Sponsored Loop the Loop, PO Box 336, Solibull, B91 LNZ. 


BR “cages” anger Lord Snowdon 


Lord Snowdon sharply attacked 
British Rail for their treatment of 
disabled people on their trains in 
a speech at the 7th annual Snow- 
don Award Scheme presentation 
for disabled students. 

When he took a trip with one 
of last year’s award winners, 
Karen Jenkins, to experience the 
problems encountered by dis- 
abled people on trains, they 
were “caged like animals”, he 
said. 

He told how they were locked 
in a Cage with the mail and chick- 
ens, with no light, heat, refresh- 
ments or means of going to the 
toilet, and with no seat for a com- 
panion. 

On complaining to BR chair- 
man Sir Robert Reid, he was told 
that carriages without facilities 
for disabled people were con- 
fined to commuter and cross- 
country lines, and would be 
phased out in a few years. 

But he was told by Bill Bucha- 
nan, the adviser to BR specialis- 
ing inimproving facilities for dis- 
abled people, that the old stock 
had another 15 years of life. “You 
still have to travel in a cage from 


ONE COMPLETED COUPON AND 


DISABILI TY NOW IS ANYONE’S 


And it’s free! 
Every month it brings-you: 


i 
rt 


| What’s going on in Parliament, 
} around the country and abroad. 


- INFORMATION 


about benefits, conferences, 

} services, aids and equipment, 
holidays, sport and leisure. 

i 


le 


, Disability Now is the newspaper for disabled people. It will also 
interest parents, carers and professionals in the disability field. 


Professional and personal on 
anything to do with disability. 


FEATURES 


on politics, travel, motoring, 
micro-technology, fashion, ° 
books, the arts and personal 
problems. 


Ifyou re not getting Disability Now — or you know someone 
who isn't but would like to — just complete the coupon below. 


Please put me on the Disability Now circulation list 


[ Fisscpatnt cn RcDiaiiig Now emeaiaioa ae 


@ OCCUPATION : 


@ DISABILITY (ifapplicable) 
MADDRESS 0 cceececsecenee 


ee ae ne Post Code f 


Send to Gayle Mooney, Circulation Supervisor, Room 2B, Disability Now, i 


Freepost, 12 Park Crescent, London 


& (Donations gratefully accepted). 
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London to Birmingham, hardly a 
commuter or cross-country 
line,” said Lord Snowdon. 

He urged the students at the 
award ceremony to use their 
skills to seek better facilities for 
disabled people. 

Awards totalling £34,000 
were made to 36 disabled stu- 
dents under the scheme to help 
them cover extra college costs 
incurred because of their disabil- 
ity. The scheme is administered 
by Action Research for the Crip- 
pled Child. 

Ruth Whapples, paralysed 
from the neck down, received 
£1000, her second bursary in 2 
years. She praised her college, 
Aston University, for the help 
they give disabled people, such 
as accessible new buildings, new 
equipment and putting all lec- 
tures onto computer disk. 

She supported Lord Snow- 
don’s criticism of BR: “I had to 
travel from Birmingham to Lon- 
don and did not notice any 
change in the situation at all.” 

Sunday Times journalist Mar- 
jory Wallace received a special 
award for the increased public 
awareness of disability brought 
about by her writing, which 
ranges from work on the original 
Thalidomide story to a book on 
schizophrenia. 
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MEMBER OF THE AUoIT 
QUREAU OF CRCULATIONS. 


Struggling across London is a 
thing of the past now that Care- 
link, a new London Regional 
Transport service exists to Carry 
people with a mobility handicap 
between London’s __ principle 


| main-line railway stations. 


Midibuses adapted to carry 
wheelchairs, with a lift for easy 
access, run between Waterloo, 
Victoria, Paddington, Euston, 
King’s Cross and _ Liverpool 
Street. At Victoria and Euston 
they connect with the wheel- 
chair-accessible Airbus services 
to and from Heathrow airport. 


Science-fiction shopping 
comes to London Docklands — 


People with physical disabilities 
are benefiting from a new “high- 
tech” computerised home shop- 
ping service in East London, 
which is only the third of its kind 
in Britain. : 

“Tele-shopping”, a pilot pro- 
ject intended as a community 
service for elderly and disabled 
people, is run by Asda Super- 
store in London’s docklands. 
“Tele-shoppers” use a simple 
computer keyboard and adapted 
television screen to choose their 
groceries which are then deli- 
vered free of charge. 

The first computer terminal 
was installed in St John’s House, 
a sheltered housing develop- 
ment for elderly people, in 
March. Residents say the num- 
ber of users is growing daily, as 
elderly people locally are joining 
in. 

A second terminal was instal- 
led in the Wilfred Reeve Day 
Centre, Mile End, at the end of 
April. The centre has 150 reg- 
istered users aged from 16 to 60, 
with a wide range of physical dis- 
abilities. 

Roz Spate, manager of the cen- 
tre, expects tele-shopping to be 
a success. “It will make the peo- 
ple who use the centre feel more 
independent,” she said. “They 


won't have to rely on other peo- © 


ple to do their shopping for 


them. Disabled people who can ~ 
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New midibus service between 
the Capital’s railway stations — 


AND AB 


We've been designing and manufacturing 
electric vehicles for nearly 30 years, so no one - 
has more experience or knowledge. 
lf you have difficulty getting around and would 
like to. know more about our reliable range of 
British-made vehicles. ... Please fill in the 
coupon and send today! or ring 0460 67681 
ee ee eee 
Please arrange, FREE Home demonstration _] Please send me your 


z brochure on Batricar _) Poweride Scooter] Beta Scooter 1] Entire range] 


The Seat 


Send to: Batricar Limited, Tanlaw Park, East Street, Chard, Somers 


They run on a circular rou 
once -an hour, 7 days a wee 
starting from Victoria at 8.30at 
and finishing at Waterloo | 
8.05pm. Drivers are special 
trained to help passengers v 
disabilities. 

The fare is £1, or 5Op for ch 
dren and anyone holding a Lor 
don Boroughs’ disabled or eldé 
ly person’s travel permit or a B 
disabled person’s railcard. A 
one travelling with a disab 
passenger is also. welcom 
aboard, and guide dogs 
carried free. 


use the computer will plac 
orders for those who can’t.” 

Phil McTaggart, manager ¢ 
Asda’s Teleshop, expects that t 
to 3 disabled people will run th 


Phil McTaggart (left) wit 
Docklands _teleshopper Job 
Muldoon. Asda expect to sooi 
have 1,000 customers and 406 
deliveries a week. . 


service at Wilfred Reeve, an 
they may be trained to teach us 
ers at other centres. a 

Over the next 6 months the 
London Docklands Develop: 
ment Corporation and counci 
backed service is going to b 
extended to day centres an 
sheltered housing throughou 
Tower Hamlets. a 


Tel No. 


et TA20 EP. 


